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No.  0 

Location:    i^eor  each  hic'hvfay  entrance  to  Hontaiia. 


_'a-''--y.  ^trcn^er'    Glad  to  see  you. 

Tr-i  c.:«  '■c:~'inc  Into  the  heart  of  the    'eot  v.-h.^r3  yo::. 
■•n  '_j_  -ri/;  a  Zx"  of  mighty  interestirK--      d  tr  w  L-rpils 
.i'-..,3 t-ii'-.T.  yoivi  fane;,"  loose  to  range  ti_c  .-ouLeen.    ju]  :^he 
";^i'".xi^,   3r-'?  r.iouii^c'dns  and  if  yo^^r  I.ti.--.;  i:ia-i.ion  isn't 
liro-iie"!  i^'^i       i  people  them  vd.th  picturasrue  phantoms 
of  ohe  J. ah'-, 

.e  nr-n  ■■p.r\e^'  end  explained  many  of  "'^he  most  in- 
T,f,.,?e5 h '.r,2;  hiv'^toricai  and  scenic  spots  along  the  high- 
vafis.       .=!+.<- a  for  chem  and  help  r.s  to  proberve  these 
:-.2ar].:er  T . 

Lero  l£.  'vis'iing  you  lots  of  lucl;  and  "lany  pleasant 
milac  in  iiontana. 

lDi7r.i:j:  STATS  HKII  .il"  GUlIxIo^IOil. 


No.  1 

Location:    Gates  of  the  Mountains 


GATES  OF  TIU  MOUl'ITAlNS  MD  TIE  B2AR  TOOTJi 
4  miles  northeast  on  the  Ivassouri  River 

Friday,  July  19th,  1805. 

"this  evening  we  entered  much  the  most  remarkable 
clifts  that  v;e  have  yet  seen,     these  clifts  rise 
from  the  waters'  edge  an  either  side  perpendicularly 
to  the  hight  of  (about)  1200  feet,     the  tov/(er)ing 
and  projecting  rocks  in  many  places  seem  ready  to 
turiible  on  us.     the  river  appears  to  have  forced  it's 
way  through  this  immence  body  of  solid  rock  for  the 
distance  of  5  3/4  Hies  and  where  it  makes  it's  exit 
below  has  th(r)oTO  on  either  side  vast  collumns  of 
rocks  mountains  high.     It  is  deep  from  side  to  side 
nor  is  ther  in  the  1st  3  L'iles  of  this  distance  a 
spot  except  one  of  a  few  yards  in  extent  on  ?/hich  a 
man  cruld  rest  the  soal  of  his  foot,    from  the  singular 
appearance  of  this  place  I  called  it  the  gates  of  the 
rocky  mounatains." 

EXTRACT  FROM  Gi^xPT.  I liRrVETfER  LE jTS  '  DIARY,  LJ'./IG 
AND  clml:  E.TEDITION. 


No.  2 

Location:    0-.;posite  I  Id-Canj'-on  on  Mssouri  River, 


T'ljflO^IRI  RIVER  CAlTYoN 

T'O  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition,  westward  bound, 
camped  just  across  the  river  on  the  night  of  July 
17th,  1S05.     Their  equipment  was  pac]:ed  in  eight 
canoes.    These  were  roved,  ;.)oled,  or  toived  as  con- 
ditions demanded.    Sone  of  the  party  walked,  fol- 
lowing an  old  Indian  road  through  this  portion  of 
the  canyon.    The  folloT.'in's  morning,  as  Oapt.  Lewis 
recorded  in  his  diary,  they  "...saw  a  large  herd  o£. 
-"Bighomed  anaiaals  on  the  immencely  high  and  nearly 
perpendicular  clift  opposite  to  us;  on  the  fase  of 
this  clift  they  walked  about  and  bounded  from  rock 
to  rock  with  apparent  unconcern  where  it  appeared 
to  me  that  no  quadruped  could  have  stood... ' 


*..I'ountain  sheep. 


No,  3 

Location:    Ji'st  south  of  Great  Falls. 


TPS  Sim  RIVER 

This  river  was  called  'The  Medicine"  by  the  Indians. 
On  the  reti.irn  trip  from  the  coast  Capt,  Lewis,  of 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition,  struck  this  river 
approximately  fifty  niiles  west  of  here.    Ke  follo?;ed 
it  do?m  to  the  Ivlissouri  passing  ne?j*  this  point 
July  11,  1B06.     In  his  journal  under  that  date  he 
said,     ''T/hen  I  arrived  in  sight  of  the  white-bear 
Islands  the  missouri  Bottoms  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  were  crouded  with  buff aloe.     I  sincerely  be- 
leif  that  there  were  not  less  than  10  thousand  buf- 
faloe  within  a  circle  of  2  miles  arround  that  place  ■ 

The  city  of  Great  Falls  covers  a  portion  of  the  plain 

across  which  the  Expedition  made  their  difficult 

eighteen  mile  portage  around  the  falls  of  the  Mis- 
souri in  June,  1805. 


Ho.  4 

Location:     Giant  Springs  Road,  Great  Falls 


BIu'iC:"  ZAGII^  FALLS 

The  uioperraost  of  the  Great  Falls  of  the  liissouri 
bears  west  of  this  point.    The  name  is  a  modern  one 
derived  from  an  entry  for  June  14th,  1305  in  the 
journal  of  Ca  't .  Meri'7ether  Lewis  of  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Dxpedition.    He  discovered  the  falls  on  that 
date  and  wrote,    '...below  this  fall  at  a  little  dis- 
tance a  beatifull  little  Island  well  tir^jered  is 
situated  about  the  i.iiddle  of  the  river,    in  this 
Island  on  a  Cottonwood  tree  an  ..a^le  has  placed  her 
nest;  a  more  inaccessable  spot  I  beleive  she  coiilfi 
not  have  found;  for  neither  man  nor  beast  dare  pass 
those  sulp'.is  which  separate  her  little  domain  from 
the  shores." 

jxfter  viewin.-;^-  the  falls  Capt.  Le  as  ascended  the 
hill  to  the  present  location  of  the  smelter  stacV: 
and  3a-v7  "...in  these  plains  and  more  particularly'' 
in  the  valley  just  belov?  me  irimence  herds  of  buff  aloe. 


Ho.  5 

Location:    North  of  Choteau 


In  the  days  of  the  fur  traders  and  trappers  iinr.iediately 
follovTing  the  tine  of  the  Leuis  and  Clark  Lrciedition 
91804-06)  all  of  this  country  bordering  the  Hocky 
Mountains  froLi  here  north  into  Canada  and  south  to  the 
three  forks  of  the  Kissouri  and  to  the  Yellorrstone 
River  \ias  huffalo  range  and  the  hunting  grounds  of 
the  Dlackfcot  Nation.    These  Indians  were  fierce  and 
willinci  fighters  who  jealously  guarded  their  terri- 
tory'' from  invasion. 

Like  all  of  the  plains  Indians  they  were  dependent 
upon  the  buffalo  for  their  eisistence.    The  herds  meant 
meat,  mocassins,  robes,  leggins,  and  teepees.  Doard 
and  room  on  the  hoof.    3ome  Indian  legends  say  that 
the  first  buffalo  came  out  of  a  hole  in  the  ground, 
'./hen  the  seeraingly  impossible  happened  and  the  buffalo 
were  wiped  out  there  were  Indians  who  claimed  the 
whites  found  the  spot,  hazed  the  herds  back  into  it, 
and  plugged  the  hole. 


Kc.  6 

Location:     South  Boundary  Blacl:foot  lieservation 


of  the  Lev.'is  arid  Clari:  Expedition,  accompanied  03' 
three  of  his  men  e:-:ploTerl  this  portion  of  the  country 
upon  their  return  trip  from  the  coast.    On  July  26, 
1806,  they  net  eirht  Indians  and  camped  vath  them  that 
night  on  Tt70  Tedicine  Creek  at  a  point  northeast  of 
here.    IText  mornin'^-  the  Indians,  b"  attemptin's  to 
steal  the  e:qplorers '  f_,u.ns  and  horses,  precipitated 
a  fight  in  nhich  tr:o  of  the  Incians  -.vere  Lllled. 

It  is  popularly  supposed  that  these  '7ere  Tlac^rfeet 
Indians.    As  a  natter  of  fact  they  v;ere  Gros  Ventres 
(Bi^,  Bellies).    The  confusion  is  due  to  the  careless 
application  of  the  najTie  •T.laclcfeet^   in  t'le  fur  days 
to  several  different  bands  of  Indians,  viz.  the  -jlac!:- 
feet  proper,  the  Pieg-ans  or  Pilami,  the  liloods,  anc 
the  Gros  Tentres  (pronounced  Grov,'  Vons)  of  the  Prairie. 


No.  7. 

Location:    'Test  foot  of  I. McDonald  Pass 


THE  I.1ULLAN  ROAD 

I'^om  this  point  west  to  the  Idaho  line  U.S.  No.  10 
folloTJs  the  route  of  a  militarj'-  road  located  and  con- 
structed during  1855-G2  by  Gapt.  John  Mullan,  2nd 
Artillery,  U.S.A.    The  road  was  624  miles  long  and 
connected  Fort  Benton  with  Fort  './alia  Talla.  ^'-Ji 
average  wa^on  outfit  required  a  minimum  of  forty  seven 
da^rs  to  travel  it. 

The  Captain,  aside  from  his  engineering  abilit'%  was 
a  man  of  considerable  acumen  as  evidenced  by  the  fol- 
lowing e::cerpts  fror.i  his  final  report.    He  prophesied 
"...the  locomotive  engine  vrill  make  passage  of  the., 
wild  interior  at  rates  of  speed  which  will  startle 
human  credulity.  ' 

Also  he  advises  parties  chaperoning  pack  mules  to 
''Never  maltreat  them  but  govern  them  as  you  v/ould  a 
woman  with  kindness,  affection,  and  caresses  and  you 
will  be  repaid  by  their  docility  and  easy  management." 

I.'iullan  Pass  is  nine  miles  north  of  here. 


Ko.  8 

Location:    Opposite  fJold  Creek 


FIRST  DISCav:DRY  0.,/GOLD  IN  I33KTA1IA 

Opposite  this  point  a  creek  flows  into  the  Deer  Locl.:;,e 
River  from  the  west.     In  1352  a  French  half  breed, 
Francois  Finlay,  corjnonly  laiown  as  ''Benetsee'' ,  pros- 
pected the  creek  for  placer  gold.     Finlay  had  had 
some  experience  in  the  California  cold  fields  out  vias 
inadeqiiatel;?-  equipped  vfith  tools.    However  he  foimd 
colors  and  ir.  IHSS  Janes  and  Granville  .•tunrt,  Reece 
Anderson,  and  Thomas  Adais,  havin  ,  heard  of  _.enetsee's 
discover^"",  prospected  the  cree';.     The  showin';E  ob- 
tained convinced  them  that  there  were  rich  placer 
mines  in  ilontana.     The  creek  was  first  called  '■Ben- 
^tsee  Creek''  and  afterwards  became  Icncwn  as  Gold 
Creek. 

The  rujnors  of  the  strike  reached  disappointed  ''Pikes 
Peakers  ■  as  well  as  the  baclavash  of  prospectors  from 
California  and  resulted  in  an  era  of  pro  spec  tin];  that 
uncover'^d  the  famous  placer  deposits  of  IContana. 


f> 


No.  9 

Location:    U.S.  10  near  liomier 


JUIJCTIGN  OF  TLU  IISLL  a.TE  iJjD  BIG  BI^iCKFOOT  TilTliS 

^jx  important  Indian  road  came  east  tlirougli  the  Hell 
Gate  and  turned  up  the  Big  Blaclcfoot.     It  followed 
that  river  almost  to  its  source,  then  crossed  the 
Continental  Divide  to  the  plains  country.    The  In- 
dians called  the  river  the  Gokalahishkit ,  meaning 
"'the  river  of  the  road  to  the  buffalo." 

Gapt.  Clci'l:  and  Capt .  Lev/is,  of  the  Leids  andClark 
Lxpefiition,  divided  forces  near  tiie  present  site  of 
Ilissoula  on  their  return  trip  from  the  coast.  Capt, 
Le\,'is  and  his  partj^  follov/ed  this  Indian  road  and 
passed  near  here  July  -ith,  1306. 

Capt.  John  :;ullan,  J.S,....,  loctor  and  builder  of 
the  llullan  lilitary  P.oad  from  Ft.  Benton  to  Ft.  alia 
'Jalla,  maintained  a  construction  camp  here  during 
the  winter  of  1861-62  ^.;hich  he  named  Cantoniiient  'right. 
He  1/as  the  first  engineer  to  bridge  the  Blackfoot. 


No.  10 

Location:    U,3.  ICo.  10,   just  south  of  Missoula 


Hi^LLGATE  AMD  IHSSOUIji 

In  the  Indian  days  the  mountain  tri^oes  had  a  road 
throu;,'h  here  which  led  across  the  Continental  Divide 
to  the  buffalo.    The  Blackfeet,  from  the  plains,  used 
to  consider  it  very  sporting  to  slip  into  this  country 
on  horse  stealing  expeditions  and  to  amoush  the  ITez 
Perce  and  Flathead  Indians  in  this  narrow  jart  of  the 
canyon,    i^uneral  arrangeiaents  were  aiore  or  less  sl:etchy 
in  those  days  even  aiiiongst  friends  so  natually  enemies 
got  very  little  consideration.     In  time  the  place  be- 
came so  cluttered  up  v/ith  skulls  and  bones  th"t  it 
T/as  gruesome  enough  to  make  an  Indian  e;:claira  ''I-sul  ', 
expressing  surprise  and  horror.    The  French  trappers 
elaborated  and  called  it  -'La  Porte  d'Enfer"  or  Gate 
of  Hell. 

From  these  expressions  were  derived  the  present  day 
names  llssoula  and  Hell  Gate.     If  the  latter  name  de- 
presses yovl  it  iiiay  be  encouraginv;  to  laiow  that  l-'ara- 
dise  is  just  79  miles  northT.'est  of  here. 


No  ,  11 

Location:    U.S.  Kc.  10,  near  5t.  Re.-is 


Durin^:  the  3-ears  1855-62  Captain  John  liillan,  2nt 
Artiller:",  U-S.A.,  located  and  built  v;hat  v/as  lmo\7n 
as  the  liullan  F;oad.    Congress  authorized  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  under  the  supervision  of  the 
,/ar  De-oartnent  to  connect  Tt.  Jenton,  the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  FisEouri,  with  ?t.  7alla  T/alla,  the 
head  of  navigation  on  the  Colurnbia, 

In  the  winter  of  ld59-60  Capt.  .iillan  estajlished  a 
winter  camp  at  this  point  v/hich  he  called  Gantomiient 
Jordan.    The  Captain  had  selected  this  route  in  pref- 
erence to  the  Glar]:'s  Fori:  route  because  he  thought 
it  would  have  a  climatic  advanta^e  since  it  was  farthe: 
south.    However  he  later  e::pressed  regret  for  mldn- 
this  choice  because  investir-;ation  rhowed  tliat  the  more 
northerly  route  was  highly  favored  with  chinool:  winds 
and  the  snowfall  in  consequence  was  much  lifditar.  The 
Captain  also  predicted  tliat  both  of  these  routes  raight 
eventually  be  used  by  trans-continental  railroads. 
His  prohpesy  v/as  correct. 


No.  12 

Location:    U.S.  10  between  ToTrasenc.  and  inston 


TIiA.E'     GOL?  ITT  TIEJlT  TR..R  HILLS 

The  mountains  to  the  v;est  are  the  JlichorTis.  niose 
to  the  east  across  the  '.Issoiiri  River  are  the  lig 
Belts.    3oth  of  these  ranges  are  highlj''  mineralized. 
Confederate  C-ulch  of  the  Bi'^'  .Celts  was  famous  in  the 
'60s  for  its  rich  -jlacer  diepinrjs.     Its  ilontaua  Bar, 
at  the  old  boom  caiup  of  Diamond  Citi.',  nov  a  shost 
tovfn,  has  aj-v.ays  been  known  as  ''the  richest  acre  of 
ground  in  the  v/orld.      The  pay  streal:  ran  as  hi^has 
'■.2000  to  the  pan. 

Host  of  the  ;,ulches  in  the  Slldiorns  vrere  active  as 
placer  c.ar'ips  in  the  earlj*  dajrs  and  this  range  is 
dotted  with  quartz  mines  still  producin-  lead,  zinc, 
silver  and  gold.    Li:re  most  of  the  mountains  in  Mon- 
tana they  have  been  here  a  lonp:  time. 

The  Lev.'is  and  Clar.h  ;J:oedition  came  up  the  Liissouri 
River  through  this  valley  in  July,  1S05. 


• 


No.  13 

Location:    liiast  of  Three  Porks 


TIED  the::!;::  foic-s  of  thc  i  ;i:.:;Ouri 

This  region  itgs  alive  -vrith  "beaver,  otter  and  resize  be- 
fore the  '.iiite  r.ian  caj^ie.     It  xias  disputed  himtin-g 
territory  \7ith  the  Indian  tribes.    Sacajatfea,  the 
Shoshone  squa-./  who  guided  the  Le\.-is  and  Jlark  J::- 
pedition,  nas  captured  near  here  <,7he:i  a  child  during 
a  battle  between  her  people  and  the  ilinnetarees.  Mar 
memories  of  this  country  were  invaluable  to  the  ex- 
plorers.   The  :^"pedition,  westward  bound,  encairiped 
near  here  for  a  few  days  in  the  latter  part  of  July, 
1805.     The  f ollovdn';:  year  Captain  Clark  and  party 
came  bad:,  July  13,  1305,  on  their  wa  *"  to  err-'lore 
the  Yellovjstone  River. 

In  1803  John  Colter,  discoverer  of  Yellowstone  Parl: 
and  former  menber  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition, 
was  trap"3ing  on  a  streara  in  this  vicinity  v/hen  cap- 
tured by  a  band  of  Blackfeet.    His  only  companion  was 
killed.     Goiter  vras  stripped,  .-jjiven  a  head  start,  and 
ordered  to  run  across  the  flat  ^Thich  i.'as  covered  wi^th 
prickley  pear.    The  Indians  were  hot  on  his  heels  but 
Colter  undoubtedly  nade  an  all  tirae  record  that  day 
for  sprints  as  well  as  distance  events.    He  outran 
the  Indians  over  a  si:.:  mile  co\,u?se  and  gai:aed  the 
cover  of  the  timber  along  the  Jefferson  River.  Once 
in  the  streai  he  dove  and  cane  up  under  a  jar-i.  of 
driftwood.    This  hide-out  saved  him  from  a  lot  of 
disappointed  savaf^es.     "lien  night  came  he  headed 
east,  weaponless  and  out-nudin,^:  the  nudists.  He 
travelled  in  this  condition  for  seven  days  to  Fort 
Lisa,  his  headq\iarters,   at  the  mouth  of  the  Bi;-  Horn 
River , 

In  1810  the  i:lssouri  Fur  Co.  built  a  tradiac;  post 
close  by  liut  due  to  the  hostility  of  the  :31ackfoot 
Indians  were  forced  to  abandon  it  that  fall. 


• 


I:o.  14 

Location:    One  iiiile  east  of  Bozeman 


GALLATIN  V:.iLLSy 

Captain  .:m.  Clark,  of  the  LeY;is  and  Clark  Lxpedi- 
tion,  with  a  part;.-  of  ten  men,  passed  thro^ogh  this 
valley  July  14,  1805,  eastward  bound,  and  guided  by 
the  Shoshone  squaiT  Saca jav/ea.    The;'  camped  that  ni^ht 
at  the  toe  of  the  mountains  on  the  eastern  edge  of 
the  TQlley.     Captain  Clark  wrote  in  his  journal; 

"I  sar;  Llk,  deer  c.  Antelopes,   and  great  deel  of  old 
signs  of  buffalow.     their  roads  is  in  ever:^  direc- 
tion..enence  quantities  of  beaver  on  this  Fot:... 
and  their  dams  very  much  impeed  the  navigation  of  it." 

In  the  early  Sixties  John  Bozeman,  ^ramig  adventurer, 
and  Jim  Bridsj^er,  grand  old  nan  of  the  mountains,  guided 
rival  vragon  trains  of  emigrants  and  ",old  seekers  through 
here  over  the  varixjuslj'-  called  Bonanza  Trail,  Bridger 
Cut-off,  or  Bozeman  Road,  from  Fort  Laramie,     yo.  to 
A''irginia  City,  Tlont .    The  trail  crossed  Indian  country 
in  direct  violation  of  treaty  and  was  a  ''cut-off-' 
used  by  impatient  pioneers  who  considered  the  time 
saving  worth  the  danger. 

Traffic  was  not  congested. 


« 


No.  15 

Location:    On  divide  between  Livingston  and  Eozeaan 


BOZS.iM-I  PASS 

Sacajawea,  the  little  Shoshone  squaw  who  guided  the 
Levds  and  CIsrI:  Licpedition,  led  Capt.  'Jm.  Clark  aiid 
his  partjr  of  ten  men  over  an  old  buffalo  road  through 
this  pass  on  July  15,  1806.    They  were  east?rard  bound 
and  planned  to  explore  the  Yellowstone  River  to  its 
mouth  where  they  were  to  rejoin  Capt.  Lewis  an;"^-  partjr 
who  were  returning  via  the  Missouri  xJiver,, 

In  the  Si3cties  John  I.i.  Bozeraan,  andadventurous  young 
Georgian,  opened  a  trail  from  Ft,  Laramie,    /yo.  to 
Virginia  City,  I.bnt .  across  the  hostile  Indian  country 
east  of  here.    He  brought  his  first  party  through  in 
1863  and  the  next  year  guided  a  large  wagon  train  of 
emigrants  and  gold  seekers  over  this  pass,  racing 
?dth  an  outfit  in  charge  of  Jin  Bridger.  Bridger 
used  a  pass  north  of  here.    These  pioneer  speed  demons 
made  as  much  as  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  a  day — some 
days.    The  outfits  reached  Virginia  Citj^  within  a 
fe?7  hours  of  each  other. 
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No.  16 

Location:    East  of  Livingston  where  Bozenan  xias  ■;illed 


JOHI  11.  BOLElJilT 

John  !i.  Bozerian,  the  Georgian  who  pioneered  the  cut- 
off" trail  froLi  Fort  Laramie,   .:yo.  to  the  zold  AiQ- 
gings  at  Virginia  Gitj,  Itont.  in  the  early  Sixties, 
was  killed  up  this  draw  by  Dlackfoot  Indians  in  April, 
1867.    He  and  Torn.  Coover  v^ere  on  their  T:ay  to  Fort 
C.F.Smith  on  the  Big  Horn  River.     They  had  cai;roed 
on  the  Yellovfstone  and  Indians  stole  some  of  their 
horses  that  night.    The  next  day,  vrhile  Bozeman  and 
Coover  were  eatiiig,  five  bucks  came  into  camp  \;ith 
thes6  stolen  horses  and  professed  to  be  friendly 
Crows.    Hot  until  too  late  were  they  recognized  as 
Blackfeet  by  the  white  men.    Vfithout  warning  they  shot 
and  killed  Bozeman.    Coover  v/as  vrounded  but  escaped. 
Bozeman  is  buried  in  the  town  west  of  here  that  bears 
his  name. 


No.  17 

Location:    'Jest  of  Boulder  River 


THE  BCttlAl'ZA  OR  BOZlIilJl^  TRAIL 

In  the  '60s  there  wasn't  a  ranch  in  this  country  from 
Bismarck  to  Bozeman  and  from  the  Platte  River  to  Can- 
ada,   It  T.-as  land  considered  fit  only  to  raise  In- 
dians and  v/hile  sone  of  the  Tfhites  vjere  hoping  for  a 
crop  failure  the  majority  were  indifferent.  The;' 
didn't  care  how  much  the  tribes  fought  amoncst  them- 
selves.   They  were  like  the  old  timer  whose  v/ife  was 
battling  the  grizzley  bear.    He  said  he  never  had 
seen  a  fight  where  he  took  so  little  interest  in  the 
outcome. 

Then  the  white  nan ■ s  greed  asserted  itself  and  he 
looked  for  a  short  cut  freom  the  Oregon  Trcil  at 
Laramie,  ■;yo,  to  the  gold  diggings  of  -restern  1  bn- 
tana.    The  Bonanza  or  Bozeman  Trail  across  Indian 
hunting  grounds  was  the  result .     It  forded  the  Yel- 
lowstone near  here,  coming  in  from,  the  southeast. 
It  was  a  trail  soaked  with  the  blood  of  warriors, 
soldiers  and  emigrants.    The  Jio'o::,  under  Chief  -"ied 
Cloud,  foiight  the  trail  for  six  years  and  forced  its 
closure  b^;"  the  Government  in  1868. 
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Ko.  13 

Location:    'iest  of  Laurel 


CAPTAIN  "HI.  CLARi: 

Captain  '.Tm.  Clark,  of  the  Lewis  and  Glarl:  E:oedi- 
tion,  cai'iiped  on  the  Yellowstone  near  here  Jul:'-  19 > 
1806  and  staj^ed  until  the  24th.    They  had  been  look- 
ing for  timber  suitable  to  build  canoes  over  since 
striking  the  river  near  Livingston.     T^.ey  found  a 
couple  of  large  cottonwoods  here  that  r/ould  serve. 
They  fitted  their  axes  \7ith  handles  made  from  choke 
cherr3r  and  went  to  v/ork  making  two  canoes.  /hen 
finished  they  lashed  them  together  \7ith  a  deck  of 
buffalo  hides  between.    Seven  men,  Sacajawea,  and  her 
papoose  went  curving  down  the  river  on  this  make- 
shift yacht,  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellovj- 
stone  Aug.  3rd.     Captain  Lewis  explored  the  Karia's 
River  and  returned  via  the  Missouri,  joining  then 
Aug,  12th. 


Ko.  IS 

Location:    ,-.acrifice  Cliff  at  rollings 


.'jachificl  cliff 

About  a  hundred  years  a.^;o  a  smallpo^c  epideraic  ra::;;ed 
amongst  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Northwest.    The  In- 
dian custom  of  tal^in^  sweat  baths  to  cure  disease 
increased  the  fatalities.    Sacrifice  Cliff  is  so 
called  because  le-'-jend  has  it  that  laany  Indians,  either 
in  des'^eration  or  to  appease  the  wrath  of  their  gods, 
leaped  from  its  crest  to  death  in  the  river  belov;. 

Captain   Jm.  Clark,  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  J^lxpedi- 
tion,  and  his  party  passed  here  July  24,  1806,  float- 
ing dorm  the  Yellowstone.    lie  OTote  in  his  journal, 
"for  me  to  mention  or  give  an  estimate  of  the  dif- 
ferent Species  of  wild  animals  on  this  river  par- 
ticularly Buffalow,  Zlk,  Antilope  and  './olves  ?/ould  be 
increditable  I  shall  therefore  be  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject farther." 

But  he  wasn't. 


Ko.  20 

Location:    Pompey's  Pillar 


?OiZl.;Y'S  PILLjvR 

Cantain  Vfra.  >31arl:,  of  the  Levels  and  Claric  Expedition, 
stopped  here  Juljr  25,  1806  on  his  v/ay  dovm  the  Yel- 
lovTstone,    He  va-ote  in  his  journal  that  the  rod:, 
v/hich  he  named  Poinpejr's  Tower,  was 

'■200  feet  high  and  400  paces  in  secuiiipherance  ind 
onlj'"  axcessable  on  one  side... The  native  have  in- 
QTaveCi  on  the  face  of  this  rock  the  fir.ures  of  ani- 
mals etc.  near  Yihich  I  raarked  ny  name  and  the  day 
of  the  month  and  year.'' 

The  signatn.re  is  still  there.    Only  fools  destroy 
but  it  had  to  be  protected  fron  vandals  by  a  steel 
screen  erected  by  the  Forthern  Pacific  Railv/ay  Co. 

The  party  camped  a  fe-7  miles  dovrj:  the  Ysllowstone  that 
night  and  the  buffalo  made  so  much  noise  that  they 
had  diff icu.lt^''  sleeping. 


No.  21 

Location:    Hear  Custer 


JTJITOTION 

The  frontier  tovm  of  Junction  was  just  across  the 
Yellowstone  River.    It  vas  a  stage  station  for  out- 
fits heading  for  old  Fort  Custer  which  used  to  be 
twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  south  of  here  on  the 
Crow  Reservation.    The  original  Reservation  took  in 
everything  in  Liontana  west  of  the  Tongue  River  and 
south  of  the  Yellowstone. 

There  isn't  anything  left  of  Junction  except  a  few 
unkept  graves  aloiig  the  hillside  but  she  was  lurid 
in  her  day.    Calamitjr  Jane  sojourned  there  a  while  and 
helped  whoop  things  up.    Calamity  was  born  in  Ifis- 
souri,  raided  in  Virginia  Cit3'',  Mont.,  and  AvouAd  up 
at  Deadwood,  South  Dakota.    She  had  quite  a  dazzling 
social  career. 

Several  years  af,o  they  found  a  skeleton  of  a  three 
homed  dinosaur  in  the  formation  which  malces  the 
bluffs  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.     It  must  have 
bogged  down  some  time  before  Junction  did, --probably 
a  couple  of  million  years. 


ITo.  ZP. 

Location:    Near  Big  Horn 


JUNCTION  or  TK2  DIG  HORIT  IITD  YriJjyJUOlA^  RIVSK; 

Captain  Jm.  Clark,  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  -ixpedition, 
and  his  party  eamped  here  July  26,  1306.  He  reported 
the  Big  Horn  sr/arraing  with  beaver. 

The  following,  3rear  1  anuel  Lisa,  a  opaniard  froc  ot. 
Louis,  brought  an  o  utfit  in  by  keel  boat  and  built 
a  fur  trading  post  here,  l:no?m  as  Fort  Lisa  or  Port 
Manuel,  It  was  the  first  building  erected  in  I  on- 
tana.  John  Coltsr,  discoverer  of  Yellov/stone  Park, 
¥.'as  a  member  of  the  party. 

On  June  24th,  1876,  General  Terry  and  G-eneral  Gibbon 
started  up  the  Big  Horn  and  Tullock  Creek  fron  here 
to  cooperate  with  Custer  in  contacting  the  hostile 
.3iou"  and  Cheyenne  Indians  led  by  Chiefs  Gall,  Crazy 
Horse,  T^jo  lioons,  and  the  Medicine  I'.an  Sitting  Bull. 
Custer  did  not  v/ait  for  this  support  and  the  dis- 
astrous Battle  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  was  fought  June 
25th.    Gibbon's  colui.UL  arrived  at  the  battlefield  the 
raorning  of  the  27th. 


No.  23 

Location:    Rosebud  River  Crossing 


TliE  R032BUD  RIVER 

This  stream  was  noted  by  Captain  '/m.  Clark, 
July  S8th,  1806,  vhen  he  was  descending  the  Yel- 
lowstone River < 

In  June,  1876,  the  colui'nns  of  General  Gibbon  and 
General  Custer,  both  under  command  of  General  Terry, 
met  here,  the  former  coming  from  the  west  and  the 
latter  from  the  east.    They  were  under  orders  to 
campaign  against  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  Indians. 

The  Generals  held  a  conference  aboard  the  supply 
steamer  "Far  V/est"  and  it  was  decided  that  Custer 
take  his  col\min  up  the  Rosebud  on- a  fresh  Indian 
trail  tdiich  had  been  found  by  a  scouting  party  unAer 
Maj«r  Reno.     He  started  June  22nd. 

Terry  and  Gibbon  were  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Big  Horn  and  follow  that  stream  up  to  the  valley 
of  the  Little  Big  Horn  where  they  believed  the  hos- 
tiles  would  be  found ,     Custer  was  expected  to  con- 
tact Gibbon  June  26th  and  the  two  columns  would  co- 
operate in  an  attack. 

Custer  re:ched  and  attacked  the  Indian  camp  June 
25th  and  his  entire  command  was  all  but  wiped  out. 


No.  24 

Location:    Between  Fort  Keogh  and  I'liles  Gitj. 


TK^  TONGIE  RIVilR 

Captain  "./ri.  Clarl:,  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  ^^xpedi- 
tion,  caraped  v/ith  his  party  on  an  island  in  the 
Yelloivstone,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Tongue,  July 
29th,  1806.    The  Indian  name  for  the  river  is 
"Lazeka." 

Construction  of  Fort  I!eogh,  named  for  one  of  Cus- 
ter's captains  killed  at  the  Battle  of  the  Little 
Big  Horn  in  '76,  was  started  in  '77.    That  knob 
off  to  the  south  is  Sif-nal  Butte.    During  the  In- 
dian troubles  the  Army  used  to  flash  sun  rairror 
messages  to  a  post  in  the  Black  Hills  175  miles 
away.    A  cloudy  day  sure  threw  a  lot  of  static  in- 
to that  pioneer  wireless  system. 

lales  City,  named  after  General  kelson  Mies, 
started  in  '77  as  a  shack  and  tent  to,7n  wdth  a 
population  runnin;:;  lar/^^ely  to  prospectors  and  miners 
from  the  Black  Hills,  buffalo  hunters,  traders  and 
gamblers.     She  was  wild  for  a  while.      lien  the  cot- 
tie  days  of  the  '80s  arrived  many  a  Texas  trail 
herd  carae  throU;';-,h  here  and  the  city  soon  acquired 
a  national  reputation  as  a  cattle  and  horse  };:ar]:et 
v/hich  it  has  never  relinquished. 
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No.  25 

Location:    Powder  Fdver  Crossing;; 


P0  7DjJR  RIViJR 

This  is  the  river  that  exuberant  parties  claim  is 
a  mile  wide,  an  inch  deep,  and  runs  up  hill.  The 
statement  is  exaggerated. 

Captain  Clark,  of  the  Lewis  aid  Clark  .'ilxpedition, 
named  it  the  Redstone  in  1806  and  afterprards  found 
out  that  the  Indians  called  it  the  saine  thins  hut 
they  pronounced  it  '''^ 'a-ha-sah'' ,    He  camped  just 
across  the  Yellowstone  from  the  mouth  of  the  Por/der 
on  the  night  of  July  30th,  1806. 

Generals  Terry  and  Custer,  moving  from  the  east  to 
take  part  in  a  campaign  afiainst  the  Siou:;-:  and  Chey- 
enne Indians,  camped  on  the  Yellowstone  about  25 
miles  west  of  here  June  10,  1876.     Fro.'V  that  point 
L'ajor  Reno  was  sent  with  six  troops  of  the  7th 
Cavalry  to  scout  the  PoT/der  and  Tongue  River  val- 
leys for  Indian  sign.    He  s^Tun^;;  further  west  and 
picked  up  a  fresh  trail  on  the  I^osebud.     It  was  this 
trail  that  led  Custer  into  contact  with  the  hos- 
tiles  resulting  in  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Big  Horn. 


No.  26 

.Location:    Just  virest  of  Glendive 


GIENDIVE 

A  yachting  party  consisting  of  Capt.  "f.\.  Clar?:, 
of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition,  six  of  his  men, 
Sacajawea  and  her  papoose,  floated  by  here  Aug.  1st, 
1806  navigating  a  craft  made  by  lashin-;  together 
tvro  hollov.-ed  out  cottonwood  logs.    It  was  ClarL's 
birthday  and  the  outfit  had  to  land  that  afternoon 
to  let  a  herd  of  bufalo  swim  the  river  ahead  of  them. 

Sir  George  Gore,  a  sporting  Irish  nobleiuan ,  arrived 
on  the  scene  in  1855,  with  Ji:    Dridger  as  a  guide, 
to  hi.mt  buffalo.    He  nai.ied  the  valley  'Glendive," 

The  tov/n  of  Glen.dive  cariie  into  existence  as  '■'^ueen 
City  of  the  Cow  Land''  during  the  cattle  boom  of 
the  '80s.     In  '84,  12,800  ''pilgrims'  or  eastern 
cattle  were  unloaded  there  in  o  ne  weei:  to  help 
stock  the  range.    Thej  vnaj  have  been  'Varnyard 
stock"  but  their  progeny  grew  u  }  rough,  tough,  and 
hard  to  curry. 


No,  27 

Location:    Just  east  of  "Tibaux 


In  1876  this  was  strictly  Ijuffalo  anr'  Indian  cormtry. 
There  wasn't  a  ranch  between  liismarck,  Horth  Da- 
kota and  Bozeiian,  iiontana.    But  the  U.j.  Cavalry 
rounded  up  the  hostile  Indians  fro::.  '76  to  '31  and 
forced  then  onto  reservations  while  the  buffalo 
hunters  were  busj''  clearing  the  range  for  the  cattle 
boom  of  the  Eighties. 

Pierre  7ibaux  ran  one  of  the  big-'^est  cattle  s-ireads 
around  here  in  the  earl^-  da^'s.    His  -.7111  provided 
a  fund  to  erect  a  statue  of  hiraself  ■  overlooking 
the  land  I  love  so  well.''     It  stands  a  mile  west 
of  the  tovm  of  ..ibau::. 

'Froiz  this  endof  Montana  to  the  -.jest  end  is  just  a- 
bout  the  same  distance  as  from  Kew  York  to  Chica  o. 
You  have  to  push  a  lot  of  groimd  behiSid  3^ou  to  r^et 
places  in  this  State. 


No.  28 

Location:    Just  north  of  Helena 


LAST  CH^^JJCIJ  GULCH 

The  city  of  Helena  started  as  a  group  of  placer 
miners'  cabins  and  this  highway  leads  you  to  and 
from  Main  Street  which  follows  the  botton  of  Last 
Chance  Gulch.    The  Gulch  is  formed  by  the  converg- 
ence of  Oro  Fine  and  Grizzley  Gulches  and  its  color- 
ful history  be.^en  when  gold  was  discovered  July  14, 
1864,  at  the  present  site  of  the  Montana  Club  Build- 
ing, by  a  party  returning  to  Ft.  Benton  from  an 
unsuccessful  prospecting  trip.     They  ar.-reed  to  camp 
and  give  this  locality  a  try  as  their  ''last  chance." 
It  proved  to  be  a  bonanza. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Gulch  produced  thirty  mil- 
lions in  pay  dirt  and  there  is  plenty  left  beneath 
the  present  business  district.     After  a  cloud  burst 
colors  and  nuggets  have  been  found  in  the  gutters. 

Ifein  Street  is  very  irregular  in  width  and  alignment. 
Some  opine  that  it  was  laid  out  in  this  manner  to 
restrict  the  shooting  range  of  impetuous,  hot-blooded 
gents  in  the  roaring  .lays  gone  by. 


Ro.  29 
Location: 


lletween  Alharnbra  and  Jefferson  City 


Time  was  when  ox  and  mule  tearas  used  to  fi-ei,'jht 
along  this  route,    A  five  ton  truck  doesn't  look 
as  picturesque  but  there  hasn't  been  /luch  change 
in  the  language  of  the  drivers. 

Jerk  line  skinners  v/ere  plumb  fluent  when  addres- 
sing their  teams.    They  got  right  earnest  and  per- 
sonal.   It  v/as  spontaneous — no  effort  about  it. 
V/hen  they  got  strung  out  thej''  veve  y/orth  goin,'-:  a 
long  wa3's  to  hear.    As  a  matter  of  fact  you  didn't 
have  to  -o  a  long  ways,  providing  j^our  hearing  was 
normal.    Adjectives  came  natural  to  them  but  thej'- 
did  bog  dovm  some  on  names.    They  had  the  sai'.ie  one 
for  each  of  their  string. 

Those  times  are  gone  forever.    The  day  of  the  ox 
has  given  i./ay  to  the  era  of  bull. 


No.  30 

Location:    Betv/een  Red  Rock  and  Dell 


Alon/3  in  the  early  '40s  the  Aiiiericans  were  like  the^'' 

are  now  seething  to  go  somewhere.     It  got  around 

that  Ore,'>;on  was  quite  a  place.     The  Iowa  people 
hadn't  located  California  yet.    A  wa:;on  train  p'.il- 
led  out  across  the  plains  and  made  it  to  Ore^:on. 
Then  everyone  brol:e  out  into  a  rash  to  be  goin-  west 

They  packed  their  prairie  schooners  v/ith  their  house 
hold  goods,  gods,  and  garden  tools.     Outside  of 
Injuns,  prairie  fires,  cholera,  famine,  cyclones, 
cloud  bursts,  quick  sand,  snow  slides,  and  blizzards 
they  had  a  tolerably  blithe  and  gay  trip. 

.'hen  gold  was  found  in  I.iontana  some  of  them_  forked 
off  from  the  main  highway  and  surged  along  this 
trail  aiming  to  reach  the  rainbow's  end.    It  v/as 
mostly  one  way  traffic  but  if  they  did  meet  a  back- 
tracking outfit  there  vas  plenty  of  room  to  turn  out 


r 


No.  31 

Location:    BetTreen  Zorsyth  and  H3rsham 


This  V7as  buffalo  and  Indian  country  throufi;h  here 
up  until  the  'SOs.  Injuns  aren't  curving-  around 
the  scenery  as  promiscuously  as  they  used  to  and 
buffaio  are  a  curiosity. 

The  plains  Indians  v/ere  in  the  stoc!:  business  on  a 
large  scale.    The  buffalo  were  their  cattle  and 
beinc;  all  mavericks  it  led  to  argument  over  ownership 
and  ranee.     Instead  of  getting  tocether  and  forming 
a  live  stock  association  like  their  pale  faced 
brothers  learned  to  do,  they  took  a  lot  of  pleasure 
in  lGttin^3  their  grievances  fester  and  break  out 
in  violence.    It  shoved  up  the  mortality  rate  con- 
siderably but  it  furnished  them  a  ^ot  of  pastime. 
The  Indians  who  aren't  playing;  football  or  'The 
aren't  in  politics  and  the  movies  are  non  on  res- 
ervations.   The  few  buffalo  that  are  left  are  cor- 
raled  too. 

Civilization  is  a  wonderful  thing,  according  to 
some  people. 


No.  32  and  33 

Location:    Hathavmjr  Flats  v;est  of  Idles  City  and  near  IJalta 


CixTTLli  BRMD  3 

Many  a  dogie'''  (not  ''dog -jie  ' —dudes  please  note}  has  been 
decorated  vfith  one  of  these  famous  llontana  irons. 


C. 'A  Running  C  A 

Seventy  nine 
V>S  D  H  3 
Qo Three  circle 

Square  and  compass 
^^Two  pole  pumpkin 
.V-VN  bar  K 
T   Turkey  trad: 
V  lionograia  T  U  F 
-^^X  Hat  X 
"lAA  Seven  V  M 
^^  G having  LiUg 
^QForty 
it'  L  U  Bar 


T  Umbrella 


t  Spearhead 
^5;^  Bug 
C  i: 
7  ■'■ 


U  Quarter  Circle  U 
(ty Circle  C 
S-j  Ilonogram  S  H 
'"(<Bar  R 

ilying  D 
^■Long  X 
=^  Railroad  track 
^  Laz3'  II  hanging  tv.o 

Rocking  Chait 
K^/BuII  head 
i]  1  Reversed  E  tvro  bar 
7 7/ Three  sevens 
•  •  Two  dot 
i^r-^  Lb.zy  P  swinging  £ 
Xf  Antler 
'tt.  Llonogram  RLE 
'J  Horsheshoe  bar 
L  0 
0  ,.' 


J  0 


-^/N  bar 
1.x.  Inverted  T 
V      Three  V's 
y  Pitch  fork 
/■  /  Seven  bar  seven 
':■  Circle  diamond 
Maltese  cross 
'^^r-i^-Hash  knife 
X,  Hour  glass 
o  Fish  hook 
/J  Ti,Yo  A  bar 
'■^  Rafter  Circle 
Piece  of  pie 
rill  iron 
W  -,Y  bar 
C  Circle 
LT-^U  lazy  J 
1  I  T 
S  L 
l  Vi 


7  0  7 

*..A  dogle  is  a  little  calf  wh»  has  lost  its  mamray  and  whose 
daddy  has  run  off  with  another  cow. 


9  ■  '        ■  -  •■  - 


!°;aflon:'  .est  of  «las.ow         ten  Mies  .e^t 

of  Hardin 


Trvr*  i  ar  s  snS.  til© 
Butfeao  .«ant  lite  to  f %^^^",=i"r,ou  the  MIU 
nountein  Indians  used       f  ^J.^^,  „„ia  toll  Ouffa- 
for  their  share  too.    oome  ttem;  another 

lo  into  a  oonoealed  <;<=™^  °f  ^^er  a  oliff ■,  "nt  the 
syste^u  ,,as  to  =*--fJ;/,"„:^\na  arro.s  and  ride 
^"iSJZ  rtr:inid\u..alo  horse. 

o+      The  Indians  preserved 
Fat  co^T  was  the  choice  ^^^f ;  ^^er  had  any  cm- 

their  meat  long  before  ^J^j'^^l^  ^^^^^i.^n  hy  drying 
balmed  beef  scanaaLa.     f %  '^.^i^./inarroTf  bone  j.rease 

pulverizing         ^^^^^^f  ^.ay  in  svin  bacs. 
and  oil  over  it    and  V-f^-^^^^  ^,i,e  one  pound  was 
It  kept  indefinitely  anc.  i.- 
worth  ten  of  fresh  meat. 

Tanned  robes  and  ---J;j^t^^^:,:::ehers  'travS;, 

tipis,  Clothes,  bo^es  made  tools  and 

canoes,  and  ^aGS.   ^io^^^^^^^       prominent  part  m 

utensils.    The  ^f.-^^^^jl^^H         jealousy  of  here^ 

^.j  of  their  ^^^^•'^•^°^3%f,*g^t  on  r^st  of  the  inter- 
ditary  hunting  grounas  broue^nx 

.  T  T  r>  C! 


tribal  wars, 


No.  36 

Location:    m  or  just  south  of  Dillon 


T'le  Lewis  and  Clari:  _^::pecIition,  'westward  bound, 
passed  here  in  Au';ust,  1805. 

The  old  laining  camp  of  Bannaclc  is  on  Grasshopper 
Creek  about  twenty  miles  Yirest  of  here.    Tlie  first 
paying  placer  discovery  in  Tontana  was  nade  in  that 
vicinity  by  John  ^.Tiite,  July  E8,  186E  and  Bannacl: 
becarae  the  first  capital  of  Montana  Territory.  They 
should  have  built  it  on  wheels.    The  followiiT:,  :^pring 
six  prospectors  discovered  Alder  Gulch  and  practi- 
cally the  entire  population  of  Bannack  stampeded 
to  the  new  dig  ings  where  the  new  camp  of  Vir.-iinia 
City  eventually  became  the  capital  until  it  was 
changed  to  Helena. 

Henry  Pluimer,  sheriff  and  secret  chief  cf  the  road 
agents,  was  hanged  at  Bannack  in  '64  by  the  Vigi- 
lantes.    It  tamed  him  down  considerably. 


\ 
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ilo.  27 

Location;    Opposite  Bear  Mouth 


B^'iR  i'DUTII 

Bear  liouth,  across  tiie  river  to  the  south,  vms  a 
tradin-j  point  for  the  placer  camps  of  Bearto.m, 
G-arnet  and  Coloma  loceted  in  the  hills  north  of 
here.    A  pioneer  family  named  Lannen  operated  the 
gold  exchanrje  and  a  ferryboat. 

The  river,  officially  known  as  Clarl:  Fork  of  the 
Columbia  and  so  named  for  Capt.    m.  Clar!:  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition,  has  many  local  names. 
Its  source  is  Silver  Dow  Creek,  tlien  it  becoiiies  the 
Deer  Lodc;e  riiver,  chan^-^es  to  the  licllgate  laver,  is 
then  called  the  iiissoula  and  winds  up  as  the  Clark 
Fork. 

It  had  one  other  name  Given  to  it  by  a  white  ma:i. 
In  September,  1841,  the  intrepid  Jesuit  priest, 
Pierre  Jpan  De  Sriet,  travelled  westward  throuf^ih  here 
on  his  way  from  St.  Louis  to  establish  a  mission 
for  the  Flathead  Indians  in  the  Bitter  Root  Valley. 
He  crossed  the  river  at  the  present  site  of  C-arri- 
son  and  named  it  the  St.  Ignatius. 


Ko.  38 

Location:     Fort  Ovren,  Jtevensville 


Between  1331  and  1040  the  Hathead  Indiana  sent  out 
three  dole-ations,  with  St.  Louis  as  tiieir  oujec- 
tive,  to  petition  that  ''Blaclc  Eobes''  be  sent  to 
teach  thein.     As  a  result  Father  De  Sc.et,  a  Catholic 
raissionary  established  the  original  3t.  iiary's  Ids- 
sion  here  in  1841.    He  and  his  assistants  heT7ed 
logs  and  built  a  dwelling,  carpenter  and  blacl<:si:uth 
shops,  and  a  chapel.    They  drove  in  the  first  o::en 
with  v7a-:;ons,  carts,  and  plows  that  year  and  in  lo42 
brought  cows  from  Colville,    /ash,  and  raised  a  crop 
of  wheat  and  garden  produce,  probably  the  first  in 
I-Iontana. 

In  1843,  assisted  by  Father  Ravalli  and  others,  he 
built  the  first  grist  raill.    The  stones  were  brought 
from  j\ntT/erp,  Bel':iiUTi,  via  the  Colurabia  River ^ 

The  iiission  was  sold  to  Major  John  Owen  in  1350, 
On  its  site  he  built  a  trading  post  and  fort,  the 
north  wall  of  ?/hich  stands.    The  i.ajor  was  a  genial 
and  convivial  host  when  travellers  came  that  way 
and  for  raany  years  Fort  Owen  was  an  important  trad- 
ing point  for  whites  as  well  as  Indians. 
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No.  39 

Location : 


F  rl  s  of  Rvd  "Rock  Creek  and  Hjr'-e  P.  -  Irie 
Creek 


I    August,  1805,  Ca:t.  Lewis,  of  tlie  Lewis  and  Clark 
Expedition,  ?4iile  scouting  to  the  west  of  here,  found 
a  camp  of  the  3 'o shone  I  dians.    H'.  had  hoped  to  meet 
them  ever  sin.ce  leavin,f5  the  Three  J^or'^s  of  the  Mis- 
souri . 

He  persuaded  their  chief  and  soiae  of  the  tribe  to  re- 
turn to  this  point  v;ith  him  to  meet  Capt .  Clark,  v;ho, 
with  the  iiain  bodj^  of  the  Liqpedit ion,  vms  oo;  ln,c;  up 
the  creek  vath  canoes.  Clark  arrived  -iU(;':uGt  17,  1805 

The  litole  sqiia-./",  Sacajav/ea,  guide  for  the  ...xpodition, 
had  been  captured  when  a  child  by  an  enemy  tribe  at 
Three  Forks.    She  recognized  the  Shoshone  chief,  Cam- 
e-ah-v/ah  as  her  brother.    This  furthered  the  friendly 
relations  started  bjr  Lev/is  and  he  and  Clark  v.-ere  able 
to  secure  horses  for  their  outfit  from  the  Indians. 
They  cached  their  canoes  and  part  of  their  supplies 
near  here  and  pulled  o  ut  towards  the    est  ^xugust 
g4th  to  cross  the  Continental  Divide. 


No.  40 

Location:    Ilouth  of  Lo  Lo  Creelc,  Bitter  Root  Valley. 


TRAViULLER'S  REST 

The  Le-7is  and  Clark  ;:;xpedition,  v/estv/ard  bound, 
camped  at  the  mouth  of  Lo  Lo  Creek  Sept.  eth,  10th, 
1805.    They  had  been  travelling  down  the  Bitter  lioot 
Vallej'-  and  halted  here  to  secure  a  sup-ly  of  venison 
before  crossing  the  mountains  to  the  west  via  the 
Lo  Lo  Pass.     The-"^  named  the  spot  Traveller's  Rest, 
and  it  v/as  at  this  camp  that  they  first  learned  of  the 
Indian  road  up  Hell  Gate  leading  to  the  buffalo  country 
east  of  the  main  range  of  the  Rockies. 

Returning  from  the  coast  they  again  caidped  here  from 
June  5Gth,  1306  to  July  3rd.     ;/hen  the  party  divided, 
Lewis  took  the  Indian  "road  to  the  Buffalo"  and  after 
exploring  the  ilarias  River  descended  the  l.Iissouri 
while  Clark  went  via  the  Big  Hole,  Beaver  Head, 
Jefferson  m.d  Gallatin  Valleys  and  the  Yellowstone 
River. 

Tliey  reached  their  rendezvous  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Yellowstone  within  9  days  of  each  other. 

Considering  distance  and  une>:plored  terrain,  they  were 
tolerably  punctual. 
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No.  41 

Location;    At  Lodge  Grass 


FORT  C.  F.  oI.ilTH 

r.-p  +-hio  nilitarv  post  are  about  2'3  niles 
The  rums  oi   tnis  mi±ii"^'-i-j  ^jw^  „„n,HD-pa  ■ 

ixie  xu^ii  conpanies  oi  soldiers 

IS  e™;  B  ?S;'eS.lished  *e  fort  on  a  plain 
tveJtoo:4c  the  Big  Horn  River  and  ^^t^een  .prx.£ 
Guleh  ai.d   .'arrior  Cree::.     It  vas  ^uilb  of  ^og^^^^^^ 
adobe,  the  tlaird,  last  aoad  most  ^<^^^ffJtlZeTs  o^ 
T^osts  built  to  protect  emigrants  and  ^i-eiohters  on 
?he  Bo^eian  or  Bonanza  Trail  fror:  the  hostxle  .xou. 
and  Cheyennes. 

The  '^Havfield  Fight"  occured  Au:;;.  1st,  1^67  three 
H.iles  ekst  of  the  fort  .hen  a  hanaful  of 
and  soldiers  in  a  brush  corral  stood  ^^^^Q^.^^^es. 
ing  banc,  of  hostiles  estir.iatec  as  closfieto  2.000  biaves. 

The  Sioux  under  Chief  ried  Cloud  forcM  the  closing 
if  the  trail  by  the  Governraent  in  1868  and  the  fo.t 
was  then  abandoned. 
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No.  42 

Location:    South  of  Ft.  Benton 


Gapt.  Clar::  vrith  raenbers  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
iicpedition  canped  on  the  site  of  Ft.  lienton  June  4, 
1305. 

Originally  a  trading  post  of  the  Araerican  iur  Co. 
it  Decme  head  of  navigation  on  the  ?Ii;  souri  with  the 
arrival  of  the  first  steamboat  fron  St.  Louis  in  ICSG. 
She  boomed  in  the  eai-13'-  '60s  as  a  point  oi'  entry  to 
the  newljr  discovered  placer  mines  of  v/estern  Ilontana. 
Supplies  were  freighted  out  ^oy  means  of  ox  tea:ns  and 
profanity'. 

An  early  observer  states,  "Perhaps  nowhere  else  nere 
ever  seen  motlier  crowds  of  daubed  and  feathered  In- 
dians, tauchsicin-arrayed  half-breed  nobility,  moc- 
casined  trappers,  voya^eurs,  go].d  seelzers  and  bull 
drivers... on  the  opening  of  the  boating  season." 
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No.  43 


Location:    So  uth  of  Ilr.ria's  River  Crossing  at  Lona. 


lifJlL. 'o  RIVER 

The  Lewis  and  Clar':  ExpecTition  canped  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river  just  east  of  here  June  3,  1005.  i^ie 
Indians  called  it  '"The  River  thpt  Scolds  at  all 
Others but  Le^ris  renaned  it  in  honor  of  his  cousin, 
riss  I.Iaria  '7ood.    Until  exploration  proved  other-r/ise 
most  -iiembers  of  the  part3^  believed  this  river  to  be 
the  main  channel  of  the  Ilissouri. 

On  his  return  trip  from  the  coast  in  1808  Capt.  Levas 
e:xplored  the  Laria's  almost  to  its  source. 

In  the  fall  of  1831  Jaiiies  Xipp  of  the  imerican  lAir 
Co.  built  Ft.  Piegan  at  the  mouth  of  tha  river,  as 
a  trading  post  for  the  Blac'rfoot  Indians  and  acquired 
2400  beaver  ''plev/s-  or  sicins  by  trade  during  the"^ 
first  10  days.    In  1332  the  post  was  abandoned  and 
the  Indians  burned  it. 
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No.  44 

Location:    Near  Thompson  Falls 


THOm^ON  FALLS 

Kariied  for  David  Thompson,  geographer  and  explorer 
for  the  North  "Jest  Co.,   a  British  fur  tradin';;  out- 
fit. 

In  Nov.  1809  he  built  a  trading  post  nearly  opiosite 
the  mouth  of  Prospect  Creel:,  named  it  Selish  House, 
and  ¥/intered  there. 

The  Flathead  Indians  called  themselves  "Selish',  mean- 
ing "The  People.  •'■    Like  most  nations  the3r  probably 
figured  they  were  a  little  finer  haired  than  the 
foreigners . 

Thompson  vias  the  greatest  geographer  of  his  day  in 
British  America. 

The  Clark  Fork  of  the  Columbia  was  naiied  for  Capt . 
'Tm.  Clark  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Ii:xpediti«n. 
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Wo.  45 

Location:    Flathead  Indian  Reservation 


FORT  C01C.1EN 

Fort  Connen,  the  last  of  the  liudson  Bay  Go.  trac'.ing 
posts  established  within  the  present  borders  of  the 
United  States,  vms  built  abont  1/4  mile  east  of  here, 
by  Angus  i.cDonald  in  1S47.     It  remained  an  important 
trading;  center  for  the  Indians  until  1872.    The  old 
store  house  is  still  standing. 

I'iission  Valley  v/as  throm  open  for  settlement  in 
1910.    Prior  to  that  time  it  was  almost  entirely 
virgin  prairie,  unplowed,  unfenced  and  beautiful  to 
see.    You  rode  a  saddle  horse  to  get  places.  3o:"ie 
people  wish  it  was  still  like  that* 


llo.  46 

Location:    Near  Deer  Lodge 


UiilEE  LODC-E  VALL::iY 

At  the  mouth  of  Rattlesnake  Creel:,  south  of  Dillon, 
a  phonetic  speller  erected  a  road  sign  in  1S621  One 
side  read 

Tu  grass  Hop  Per  digins 
30  myle 

Eepe  the  Trale  nex  the  bluffe 

The  directions  on  the  other  side  were  a  trifle  sketchy. 
They  read 

Tu  jonni  Grants 
one  Hundred  C  twenti  myle. 

The  placer  diggings  vzere  at  Bannack  and  the  city  of 
Deer  Lodge  is  built  on  a  part  of  Johnny  Grant's  ranch. 
The  miners  considered  Johnny  a  tolerably  close  neighbor. 

This  valley  has  been  a  great  stock  coLintry  since  the 
'50s  when  said  Johnny  Grant  and  friends  used  to  pick 
up  worn-dovm,  foot-sore  cattle  along  the  Oregon  Trail 
and  haze  then  up  to  Lontana  to  rest  and  fatten. 

The  mountaipp  to  the  east  are  the  Continental  Divide. 
Tbose  to  the  v^est  are  the  Flint  Creek  Range. 
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Ko.  47 

Location:  Gerryowen 


GJRRYO  :ZF\ 

Gerrycwen,  the  old  Irish  tune,  was  the  resimental 
raarchin-^  song  of  the  7th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  General 
Custer  '  s  corit.iand . 

The  Battle  of  the  Little  Bir^  Horn  coim-aenced  in  the 
valley  just  east  of  here  June  25,  1876,  after  Custer 
had  ordered  i.iajor  Marcus  A.  Reno  to  move  his  battal- 
ion into  action  a&ainst  the  hostile  oiour.  and  Che^-- 
ennes,  led  by  Chiefs  Gall,  Crazy  Horse,  Tv/o  Hocns  and 
the  i.Iedicine  Han,  Sittirig  Bull. 

Reno,  with  112  raen,   caine  out  of  the  hills  about  2% 
miles  southeast  of  here  and  rode  ¥dthin  1/4  nile  of 
the  Indian  camp  where  he  -/as  met  by  the  hostiles  v/ho 
outnur.ibered  the  soldiers  ten  to  one.  Dismounting 
his  men,  Reno  formed  a  thin  skirmish  line  west  a- 
cross  the  valley  from  the  tiiiber  along  the  river. 
After  severe  losses  he  was  forced  to  retreat  to  high 
ground  east  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  where  he  was  joined 
by  llajor  Benteen's  command.    The  combined  force  stood 
off  the  Indians  until  the  approach  of  Gibbon's  column 
from  the  north  on  the  following  day  caused  the  hostiles 
to  pull  out.    Reno  and  Benteen  were  not  aware  of  Custer' 
fate  until  the  morning  of  the  27th. 
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No.  48 

Location:    Just  east  of  3ainville. 


?Or;T  UNION 


Fort  Union,  one  of  the  largest  and  best  ]:i.ovm  trading; 
posts  of  the  fLir  days,  was  located  on  the  Ilissouri 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Yellov/stone ,  about  14  niles 
southeast  of  he-  e.      Built  by  the  iitiericanRir  Co. 
in  182S  for  trade  with  the  Assiniboins  Indians,  its 
importance  increased  vath  the  arrival  of  the  first 
steamboat  from  ot.  Louis,   the  "Yellowstone  ,  about 
June  17,  1832. 

The  Blackfeet,  influenced  by  British  fur  companies, 
had  refused  to  trade  v/ith  Americans  until  Kenneth 
;'.cICenzie,  ir.  charge  of  Ft.  Union,  succeeded  in  having 
a  band  of  this  nation  brought  to  the  fort  in  1331. 


No.  49 

Location:    South  of  Hutchins 


RAYIIOLD'S  PASS 

Tlie  lo'.7  sap  in  the  nountains  on  the  sir/  ^ine  south 

of  here  is  "Ra^niold's  Pass  over  the  Continental  Divide. 

Jim  Bridjer,  faraous  trapper  and  scout,  guided  an  e::- 
pedition  of  scientists  through  the  pass  in  June  of 
1860.    The  party  was  led  by  Capt .        P.  Raynolds  of 
the  Corps  of  l^ncineers,  U.  3.  Amy.    They  cai:ie  through 
from  the  south  and  camped  that  ni;:;ht  on  the  Iladison 
River  near  this  point.    Capt.  Ra^molds  v/rote  ''The 
pass  is... so  level  that  it  is  difficult  to  locate 
the  exact  point  at  v/hich  the  raters  divide,     I  named 
it  Low  Pass  and  deem  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  re- 
m.ar Liable  and  important  features  of  the  topography  of 
the  Rocky  mountains." 

Jim  PridnTer  didn't  savvy  road  maps  or  air  route 
beacons  but  he  sure  :.-new  his  v/ay  around. 
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No.  50 

Location:    "Montana  City 


The  risk  or  "arthern  Overland  j^'xpedition  camped  on 
the  future  site  of  I'iontana  City  just  eas*i  of  the 
highway  in  Sept.,  1C6S.    The  outfit  consistin^■  of 
125  eniGrants,  had  left  3t.  Paul  June  16,  1G62  under 
the  leadership  of  Gapt.  Jaines  L.  Fisk  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opening  a  wa,q;on  route  to  connect  at  Ft. 
Benton  with  the  eastern  teminal  of  tlie  iullan  Road 
fron  Jalla  falla. 

They  found  'Gold  Tori',  one  of  iiontcna's  first  jros- 
pectors,  holed  up  in  a  tepee  near  here  scratchin^i, 
gravel  alonrj  rrictley  Pear-  Creel,  in  a  search  for  the 
rainbow's  end.     The  fe'v  colors  he  ifas  panning;  out 
i.'ouldn't  have  riade  much  of  a  dent  in  the  rational 
debt  but  atout  half  of  the  Pisl:  outfit  /^ot  the  cold 
fever  and  decided  to  winter  here. 

P-ontana  City  swa£,Q;ered  into  existence  in  .^ept.  lCo4 
but  it  is  only  a  memorj^  now. 


No.  51 


Location:    Hear  St.  I-:;iiatius 


TIEi  IliaSION  VALLEY 

The  Mission  Valley,  called  by  the  Indians  •Oiniel- 
emen",  meaning  -Lleetirj^-  Place"  or  "rendevouz  ,  was 
occupied  by  the  ?end  d 'Oreille  (Ear  ring)  tribe  when 
the  white  r.ien  cardie.  By  treaty  with  the  Governiaent  in 
1855  it  became  a  part  of  the  Reservation  for  the 
Confederated  Tribes  of  ZLatheads,  Pend  d'Oreilles, 
and  Lootenais. 

St.  Ij^aatius  llission,  the  second  built  in  ibntana, 
was  established  in  ir.54  by  the  Jesuits.    The  first 
church  vras  built  of  whip  sawed  lumber  and  was  held 
together  rath  wooden  pins.    Through  the  untiring 
efforts  of  the  priosts  the  ilission  prospered.  A 
school  was  opened  in  1864  by  four  Sisters  of  T.'roTi- 
dence  from  ilontreal.    The  iJrsalines  arrived  in  13S4 
and  opened  a  hospital. 

In  1910  the  unallotted  land  on  the  Reservation  was 
thrown  open  to  settlement.    The  whites  and  barbed 
wire  moved,  in. 


Wo.  52 

Location:    Detvieen  Ilobson  and  Moccasin 


THL  JUDITH  KlV^ 

TJhen  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  carne  up  the  His- 
souri  River  in  1805  Capt.  Clark  named  the  Judith 
River  for  one  of  the  girls  he  left  behind  hin. 

3outhx7est  of  here  is  the  Pir-eye  Basin  and  oe^^ond 
that,  in  the  Little  Belt  I'buntains,  is  Yor;o  Gulch. 
Yogo  sapphires  are  niined  there.    The3'-  are  the  deepest 
colored  sa:ir)hires  found  in  the  r.'orld  and  the  onl3' 
ones  mined  from  a  lode.     ,:hen  combined  \fith  Llontana 
nuggets  they  mlie  a  raightj''  pretty  and  unique  coi^bina- 
tion  for  rings,,  cuff  lirdrs,  pins  and  similar  fancy 
doo-dads.    Oriental,  as  well  as  all  other  llontana 
sapphires  are  found  in  placer  ground. 

The  Judith  Basin  country  was  ttie  early  day  stornin.:; 
ground  of  Charley  M.  Russell,  faraous  and  beloved 
Montana  cowboy  artist.     Charley  is  now  camped  soiie- 
YiThere  across  the  Great  Divide  where  the  grass  is 
good  and  there  aren't  any  fences. 
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No.  53 

Location:     Jest  of  Novary 


FORT  I.L'iGIMIS 

Old  Fort  I'.Iaginnis,  a  nilitary  post  built  in  1880, 
yras  about  eight  miles  north  of  here.    This  country 
was  Threat  buffalo  range  before  that  time  but  ccttle- 
Eien  were  bringing  in  stock  from  the  western  valleys 
and  Texas  longhorns  v/ere  being  trailed  in  from  the 
southeast      There  wasn't  room  for  both  cattle  and 
buffalo  so  the  latter  had  to  go.     This  put  a  crimp 
in  the  Indians'  eatin;;  arrangements.    The  soldiers 
were  supposed  to  ride  herd  on  the  rovin:;;,  redskin 
brothers  to  keep  them  from  mistaking  cattle  for  buf- 
falo . 

There  were  also  g^uite  a  number  of  pale-f;.ce  parties 
who  v;ere  handy  with  a  running  iron  and  prone  to  ma]:e 
errors  as  to  brands  and  ownerdiip.    Such  careless 
souls  were  knovm  as   ■rustlers."    oometimes  the  cat- 
tlemen called  on  these  pariahs  with  a  posse  and  in- 
timated that  they  were  unpopular.    Usually  such  a 
visitation  cured  a  rustler  or  two  permanently. 


No.  54 

Location:     Just  north  of  Red  Lodge 


TPE  RSD  LODGE  COIIt-ITRy 

According  to  traditiona  a  band  of  Crow  Indians  left 
the  raain  tribe  and  moved  west  into  the  foothills  of 
the  3eartooth  Ranf^e  r.iany  A'-ears  ago.    They  sriieared 
their  council  teepee  v/ith  red  clay  and  this  primi- 
tive artistry  resulted  in  the  narae  Rod  Lodr^jc. 

This  region  is  a  bonanza  for  scientists.     It  is 
hi.:;hly  fossilized  and  I'ature  has  opened  a  book  on 
Boartooth  Butte  covering  about  a  quarter  of  a  billion 
years  of  geological  history.    It  walces  pretty  snapv)y 
reading  for  parties  interested  in  some  of  the  olo:_,ies- 
palaeontology  for  example.    Dinosaur  egj-s  have  been 
found  that  grade  just  as  high  in  omelet  value  as  the 
Gobi  Desert  products. 

Some  students  opine  thrt  prehistoric  men  e::isted 
here  several  million  years  before  heretofore  believed. 
Personally  v/e  don't  I:no\7,  but  if  there  _were  people 
prowling  around  that  long  ac,o  of  course  they  would 
picl;  Mont-.-aia  as  the  best  place  to  live. 
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No.  55 
Location : 


1  ee.r  tovm  of  jjridger 


Ji!' bridgjk,  iouittaei  i:m 

Jin  Bridger , arrived  in  iontana  in  1822  as  a  riember 
of  a  Rocky  i-ovntain  Fiir  Co.  brigade.     For  years  he 
had  no  more  pemanent  honie  than  a  poker  chip.  lie 
roaiiied  the  entire  Rocl-r,'-  liountain  region  and  often 
came  throu£i;h  this  part  of  the  country.''.    A  keen  ob- 
server, a  natural  geographer  and  with  years  of  ez- 
perience  aciongst  the  Indians,  he  became  invaluable 
as  a  ;::uide  and  scout  for  wagon  trains  and  Federal 
troops  follor/ing  the  opening  of  the  Oregon  Trail. 

He  shares  honors  v/ith  John  Colter  for  first  discov- 
eries in  the  Yellowstone  Park  country.    He  vias  prone 
to  elaborate  a  frifle  for  the  benefit  of  pilgriins 
and  it  T:as  Jira  who  embroidered  his  story  of  the 
petrified  forest  by  asserting  that  he  had  seen  "a 
peetrified  bird  sitting  in  a  peetrified  tree  sing- 
ing a  peetrified  song." 

The  Clark  Fork  of  the  lellowstone  was  naiaed  for  Capt. 
'.7m.  Clark  of  the  Lev/is  aid  Clark  -^ixpedition.  Chief 
Joseph  led  his  band  of  Nez  Perce  Indians  doT/n  this 
river  when  he  made  his  famous  retreat  in  the  summer 
of  1877. 
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No.  56 

Location:    Between  ■,'agner  and  Ilalta. 


Take  it  by  anc'.  lar^';e,  the  old    est  produced  sonie 
tolera'C'ly  liirid  :;mi  toters. 

llieir  hole  card  uas  a  single -action  frontier  ijiodel 
45  Colts  and  their  long  suit  was  fannin:;  it  a  split 
second  quicker  than  sinilarly  inclined  gents.  This 
talent  sometimes  postponed  their  obsequies  quite  a 
while,  providiiig-  they  r;eren't  pushed  into  taking  up 
rope  spinning  from  the  loop  end  of  a  lariat  by  a 
wearied  public.    Through  choice  or  force  of  circum- 
stances these  parties  sometimes  threv;  in  v/ith  the 
"wild  bunch"; — rovigh  riding,  fast  dicoting  hombres 
prone  to  disregard  the  customarj^  respect  accorded 
other  peoples  brands. 

lad  Gurry's  stomping  ground  in  the  GOs  -jas  the  Little 
Rockies  covij'try  about  forty  miles  south\?est  of  here. 
July  3rd,  1901,  he  pulled  off  a  premature  Inde- 
pendence Day  celebration  by  holdin'5  up  the  Great 
Northern  llo.  3  passeng;er  train  and  blowing  the  e::- 
press  car  safe  neai'  this  point.    His  departure  was 
plumb  hastjr.    The  Creet  L'orthern  would  L'till  probablj'- 
like  to  knoA7  where  he  is  holed  up. 


No.  57 

Location:    '.rest  of  Fort  Assinniboine 


FORT  -iS-SIMIBOIlTE 

The  site  of  Fort  Assinniboine  is  just  east  of  here. 
This  old  military  rast  Tzas  established  I  Sij  f- , 
and  built        the  18th  IJ. 3 .  Infantry/  under  the  con- 
i;ipLnd  of  Gol.  Rug  or .    The  troops  were  to  protect 
settlers  from  possible  Indian  raids  f ollov/in,-;,  Cus- 
ter's defeat  by  the  .  iou::  and  Cheyenne  tribes  end 
the  pursu.it  of  the  Fez  Perce  tribe  under  Chr'.ef 
Joseph.     Fort  Assinniboine  'jae  a  base  fron  vfoich 
the  soldiers  could  sallj'-  forth  as  a  reception  coin- 
mittee.    xlo  serious  Indiaia  disturbances  occurred, 
hov/ever. 

This  post  v/as  regarded  as  one  of  the  aost  strate-^ic 
points  in  the  Forthvest.     The  Reserve  took  in  the 
entire  .'Oear  Raw  Ran,^j;e  of  mountains. 

General  Fershing  served  here  as  a  Lieutenant  under 
General  Files  just  prior  to  the  jpanish  iUnerican 
'ar , 

The  post  v/as  abandoned  by  the   ;ar  De  iarti:ient  in  1911. 
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No,  58 

Location:    At  Chinook 


TIU  BATTi:^  OF  TIL,  BLiJl'-:.  ! 

This  battle  v/as  fought  in  Oct.,  1577  on  Jnalre  Creek 
about  20  niles  south  of  here  near  the  Tear  Pa-v;  I'ts. 
where  after  a  3  day '  d  sie'-:e  Chief  Joseph,  leader  of 
the  ITez  Perce  Indians,   srarrendered  to  Col.  Ilelason  A. 
Miles  of  the  U.  S.  ..my* 

The  usual  forked  tongue  methods  of  the  whites  -Jhich 
had  deprived  these  Indians  of  their  hereditary  laiids 
caused  Joseph  to  lead  his  people  on  a  tortuous  2,000 
mile  EErch  frora  their  home  in  Idaho  to  evade  U.  -j. 
troops  and  pain  sanctuary  in  Canada. 

This  greatest  of  Indian  generals  f  o'nght  acainst  fear- 
ful odds.    He  and  his  ./arriors  could  have  escaped  by 
abandoniny,  their  vomen,  children  and  ijounded.  Tliey 
refused  to  do  this. 

His  courafiO  and  fairness  were  admired  by  Col.  Miles 
T/ho  proiuised  him  safe  return  to  Idaho.     One  of  the 
blackest  records  in  our  dealings  with  the  Indians 
v/as  the  Government's  repudiation  of  this  propiise  and 
the  subsequent  treatment  accorded  Joseph  and  his 
f  ollo\7ers . 


->'>'5      !.t.  f.'T'i..''  ci 


iJO.  59 

Location : 


On  lort  -.elkna^j  Reservation 


Jstablished  in  18G7  for  the  Assinniboine  and  Cros 
Ventre  Indian,--  it  took  its  name  frora  an  old  North- 
west I'\rr  Co.  trading,  i-iost  locr.ted  near  the  present 
site  of  Chinook. 

Tradition  credits  the  tribe  as  originally  belon:.:ins 
to  the  Sioiv:  ;:atio:..i,    Tvro  of  the  first  ladies  of^ 
the  tribe,  ',7ives  of  chiefs,  quarreled  over  an  epi- 
curean delicacy,  viz  a  buffalo  heart.    The  chiefs 
chi-oped  in  and  the  tribe  split.    One  faction  headed 
'.Yest'and  hecaiie  Imo'.Tn  as  the  Assinnihoines,  raeaniric 
••Ilountain  3io\ix-' . 

Gros  Ventre  (pronounced  •"Grow  Von")  is  early  French 
for  ^'Bir  ■■elly".     This  tribe  of  Indiaras  produced 
fierce  and  relentless  warriors  who  roaiaed  the  plains 
coimtr^'  far  and  vyide  duririg  the  fur  traiping  da-s. 
They  warred  with  the  Crow  tribe  and  were  allies  of 
the  Blnchfoot  Jiation. 
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No.  60 

Location:    At  or  near  Poplar 


FORT  :jLCi:  nroiiiN  nmsiiWATioi: 

In  the  early  days  when  the  whites  didn't  figure  tha 
northern  Montana  amounted  to  much,  they  displayed 
considerable  liberality  by  telling  the  Indians  that 
they  could  have  it.    Of  course  having  lived  around 
here  quite  a  while  and  never  having  heard  of  Napol- 
eon or  the  Louisiana  Purchase  these  naive  Indians 
allowed  it  belonged  to  them  anyhow. 

So  everything  north  of  the  Sun  and  Missouri  Rivers 
bet?/een  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  North  Dakota  ?/as 
laio?ra  as  the  Blackfoot  Reserve.    But  as  usual  rnore 
treaties  followed  and  with  each  new  treaty  Indian 
acreage  diminished.    T'  e  Fort  Peck  Reservation  is 
one  of  the  remnants. 

The  Indians  on  this  Reservation  are  Assiniboins 
and  Yankton  Sioux, 


f^?*:»-  ?>-i^=?'i:i^i-tf 


I'To.  61 

Location:    AX  or  near   .'olf  Point 


..'OLF  TOINT 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  Lpqjedition  passed  here,  r/ejt- 
fmrd  bound  in  1305,     Fur  trappers  and  traders  fol- 
lowed a  fen  j'-ears  later,    oteeraboats  began  making 
it  from  3t.  Louis  up  the  I'lissouri  as  far  as  Port 
Benton  in  the  early  '60s  and  this  was  considered 
the  half-way  point  between  Bismarcl:  and  Fort  Lenton. 
'■food  choppers  supplied  cord  wood  for  boats  stopping; 
to  refuel.    An  Araerican  Fur  Co.  packet  burned  and 
blew  up  in  1061  not  far  from  here .    A  decL:  hand 
tapped  a  barrel  of  alcohol  by  candle  li;^ht  with  a 
gimleto    The  fumes,  the  candle,  and  25  kef;s  of 
powder  did  the  rest. 

Tills  district  was  favorite  buffalo  country  for  the 
Assiniboines  and  oioujc. 

A  Tarty  of  trappers  poisoned  several  hundred  wolves 
one  winter,  hauled  the  frozen  carcasses  in  and 
stacked  them  until  spring  for  skinning.    ''Tien  v/ara 
weather  came  a  blind  man  didn't  even  need  his  erne 
to  locate  the  place.     It  has  been  knovm  as  ..'"olf 
Point  ever  since. 
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Nc.  62 

Location:  Shelby 


THi:  OILY  :x>i":  g^ts  tk:  von: 

A  narrow  gau^^e  railro'.'.d  niclaianec  the  ''turkey  trad:'' 
used  to  connect  G-roat  ?alls,  I.ontana  and  Lethbrid'^e, 
Alberta,    '.'hen  the  nain  line  of  the  Great  Northern 
crosseci.  it  in  ISSl  'helby  Junction  caiie  into  e;,:iGt- 
ence.    The  hills  and  plains  around  here  v/ere  co-.t 
countr^^.    Tho  Junction  becarne  an  oasis  where  psr-ched 
cowpunchers  cauterized  their  tonsils  v/ith  forty-rod 
and  prevf  plu  ib  irresponsible  and  e::uberant, 

in  1910  the  drylanders  began  horaesteadin^, .  Vho^^ 
built  fences  and  ploY'ed  unde^  the  native  yrass.     T  e 
days  of  onen  ranf;;e  vere  gone.     Shelby  quit  her  s:a  :- 
yeriny  frontier  V7ays  and  became  concrete-sidev/a].!: 
and  setter  s:/3ter.i  conscious. 

Dryland  farriiin^;  didx". 't  turn  out  to  be  such  a  profit- 
able endeavor  but  in  1922  geologists  discovered  that 
this  country  had  an  ace  in  the  hole.     Oil  ^a:  struck 
bet-r/een  here  and  the  Canadian  line,  and  they  all 
lived  happy  ever  after. 
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No.  63 

Location:     ..est  of  Chester 


HE  S^fZiyV  GRA3S  HILLS 

You  can  see  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills  or  The  Three 
Buttes  to  the  north  of  here  on  a  reasonably  clear 
day.  Things  sure  grotr  in  this  country.  3orjie  old 
timers  claim  that  \ihen  they  arrived  those  buttes 
v/eren't  much  bigger  than  prairie  dog  mounds.  The 
Indians  used  them  as  watch  towers  from  which  they 
could  locate  buffalo  herds. 

In  1884  a  Blaclifoot  Indian  found  gold  in  them  thar 
hills  and  the  usual  starapede  followed.    The  middle 
peak  is  called  Gold  Butte.    It  was  claimed  that 
the  placer  ground  in  Two  Bits  Gulch  produced  tv/enty- 
five  cents  in  colors  for  every  shovel  full  of  gravel. 

The  pay  dirt  has  been  pretty  well  worked  out  and 
the  glamour  of  boom  days  is  gone,  but  a  few  old 
timers  still  prospect  the  gulches,  hoping  some  day 
to  find  that  elusive  pot  of  gold  at  the  rainbow's 
end,  called  the  Ilother  Lode. 


Ho.  64 

Lo  ca  t  i  on :  Havre 


HAVES 

Cowpunchers,  miners,  and  soldiers  are  tolerably 
virile  persons  as  a  rule.     ,7hen  they  went  to  tovm  in 
the  frontier  days  see]d.rig  surcease  from  vocational 
cares  and  solace  in  the  cup  that  cheers  it  '.vas  just 
as  well  for  the  urbpnites  to  either  brace  theraselves 
or  take  to  cover.    The  citizens  of  any  tor/n  y/illinc 
and  able  to  be  host  city  for  a  combination  of  the 
above  diamonds  in  the  rough  had  to  be  quid:  on  the 
draw  and  used  to  inlialing  poY/der  snoVc. 

Havre  came  into  existence  as  a  division  point  •..rhen 
the  Great  Northern  Railroad  ^Yas  built  and  purveyed 
pastime  to  cowboys,  doughbo3''s  and  miners  on  the 
side.     It  is  hard  to  believe  nov;,  but  as  a  frontier 
camp  she  was  v.dld  andhard  to  curry. 
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Wo.  65 

Location:    Neqr  Jordan 


imiM  COWTRY 

Until  the  early  'GOs  this  portion  of  Montana  was 
wild  unsettled  country  where  roving  parties  of  oiou::, 
Crow  and  Assiniboin  Indians  hunted  buffalo  and  clashed 
in  tribal  warfare.    Sitting  Bull's  band  of  Ilimkpapa 
Siou:-:  frequently  ranged  tiirough  here  and  e::cept  for 
a  fev7  nomadic  trappers  there  were  no  vfhite  raen. 

■Jlth  the  coining  of  the  Te;:as  Trail  herds  the  buf- 
falo v/ere  slaughtered  to  clear  the  range  for  beef 
critters  and  the  cattle  kings  held  s^iay  for  nany 
years . 

In  1910  the  first  ".Tave  of  homesteaders  surged  in  and 
the  open  range  dv/indled  before  their  fencesand  plowed 
fields.    The  glamour  of  the  frontier  days  is  gone. 
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No.  66 

Location:    lusselshell  Grossing,  near  iuosby 


FORT  l  USSELSHCn. 

Fort  i'usselshell  was  located  on  the  Llissouri  River 
about  35  miles  north  of  here..    It  was  a  trading  post 
in  the  '50s  and  '70s  and  as  such  had  a  brief  but 
colorful  career.     The  only  whites  in  that  part  of 
the  state  v;ere  woodchoppers  for  the  Ilissouri  River 
steariiboats,  wolfers,  trappers  and  Indian  traders. 

The  River  CrovTs  and  Gros  Ventre  Indians  traded  there. 
A  buffalo  robe  brought  them  3  cups  of  coffee,  or  6 
cups  of  sugar,  or  10  cups  of  flour.     It  v/as  tolerably 
profitable  business  from  the  trader's  standpoint. 

The  Assiniboins  and  Siou::  regarded  this  post  as  an 
amusement  center  where  bands  of  ambitious  braves  could 
lie  in  ambush  and  get  target  practice  on  careless 
whites . 

jXiring  the  cattle  days  of  the  '60s  the  mouth  of  the 
liusselshell  became  a  cattle  rustler's  han':out  but 
after  a  Vigilance  Committee  stretched  a  few  of  them 
they  seemed  to  lose  interest . 


f 


~.3  ;.. .  i  . 


4 


Ko.  67 

Location:    Near  Skalaka 


EICALAIQl 

Some  people  claim  an  old  buffalo  hunter  figured  that 
starting  a  thirst  eiiiporiun  for  parched  cot/punchers  on 
this  end  of  the  rangv;  would  fiirnish  hi;M  a  more  lucra-^ 
tive  and  interesting  vocation  than  do\min,5  buffalo.  He 
picked  a  location  and  was  hauling  aload  of  lo^s  to 
erect  this  proposed  edifice  for  the  eradication  of  en- 
nui when  he  boeG;ed  down  in  a  snow  drift.     "Kell" ,  he 
exclairaed,  "iiny  place  in  I.Iontana  is  a  good  place  for 
a  saloon's  so  he  unloaded  and  built  her  right  there. 
That  was  the  traditional  start  of  Skalaka  in  the  '30s 
and  the  old  undaunted  pioneer  spirit  of  the  'Jest  still 
lingers  here . 

T/hen  it  becane  a  tovn  it  was  naiiied  after  an  Indian 
r^iTl,  born  on  the  Powder  River,  who  vms  the  daughter 
of  Zagle  Kan,  an  Ogalala  Sioux.    She  was  a  niece  of 
the  Vfar  Chief,  x'^ed  Cloud,  and  was  also  related  to  Sit- 
ting Bull.    She  becaue  the  wife  of  David  H.  Russell, 
first  white  man  to  settle  permanently  in  this  localit3'-. 
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Ho.  68 

Location:    Hear  Broadus 


LiOUTICAETERlJ  IDUTHiA 

The  first  white  man  to  enter  Montana  was  Pierre  de  la 
Verendrye,  a  Stench  e:rplorer,  vho  arrived  in  this  corner 
of  the  Str.te  on  New  Year's  Day,  1745.    His  partj'-  had 
travelled  southvirest  fron  a  Canadian  fur  trading  post 
to  investigate  Indian  tales  of  the  Land  of  the  .Jhining 
liountains . 

Ne:;:t  came  the  traToers,  following  the  Lei.ds  and  Clark 
:-;:'pedition  of  ia04-06_.    Like  the  rest  of  flontana  east 
of  the  mountains  this*  portion  remained  unsettled  Indian 
and  buffalo  country  imtil  the  Te:cas  trail  herds  over- 
ran the  range  in  the  'SOs.    Up  to  that  time  it  wa,.  a 
favorite  hunting  groi.md  for  roving  bands  of  Che3renne 
Indians  and  the  various  Sioux  tribes. 

"/ith  the  coming  of  the  cow-man  the  buffalo  gave  v;ay 
to  the  beef  critter  and  high-heeled  boots  replaced 
buckslrin  mcooaains. 


I 


4 


No.  69 

Location:     J -st  east  of  Brownin,'^ 


til;  aL^.C-jsLT  iij.2ior: 

The  Bladvfeet  Lation  consists  of  three  tribes,  the 
Pilrunis  or  Pieiv^sns,  the  Bloods,  and  the  Dlackfeet. 
Lach  tribe  is  divided  into  clans  marking  blood  re- 
lationship,   lany  years  ago,  probably  over  two  cen- 
turies, the  Elackfeefe  were  a  forest  people  living 
in  Canada  near  Lesser  Slave  Lake.    Tliey  vrere  driven 
south  by  the  powerful  Chippewas  to  the  plains  country. 
They  soon  acquired  horses  by  raids  that  carried  them 
far  afield  in  enemy  territory.    They  readily  adapted 
themselves  to  the  nomadic,  ever-adventurous  life  of 
the  plains  Indians,  finding;  the  buffalo  hunt  much  to 
their  liking,    i.t  the  height  of  their  porer  they 
claimed  all  of  the  country  north  of  the  Yellov/stone 
to  the  Saskatchewan.    The  name  Elackfeet  was  ■-■iven 
them  by  other  tribes  because  their  moccasins  becaiae 
discolored  './alkin,';  over  the  burnt  prairies  in  their 
trek  from  the  north.    They  are  a  proud,  brave  people 
who  were  very  happy  before  the  white  man  cariie. 


ei0 


Ho.  70 

Location  i    3et  "een  Butte  and  Silver  Jovf  Junction 


BUTTL 

The  ";^-reatest  rainirig  camp  on  earth'  built  on  ''the 
richest  hill  in  the  world."  That  hill,  which  has 
produced  over  ti/o  billion  dollars  vrorth  of  ,'iCld, 
silver,  copier  and  zinc,  is  literally  honeycombed 
with  drifts,  i/inzes  and  s topes  that  ejztend  beneath 
the  citjr.  There  are  over  3,000  miles  of  v.'Drl:iri.2's 
and  shafts  reach  a  depth  of  4,000  feet. 

This  ii:ji'.iediate  country  vas  opened  as  a  placer  dis- 
trict in  1864.    Lnter  Butte  beceme  a  qiiartz  raining 
camp  and  successively  opened  silver,  copper  and  zinc 
deposits . 

Butte  has  a  ;;iost  cosmopolitan  popilatlon  derived  from 
the  four  cornera  of  the  TTorld.    She  was  a  bold,  un- 
ashamed, rootin',  tootin'  hell-roarin'  cfjnp  in  days 
r'^one  by  and  still  drinks  her  liquor  strai.^.ht. 


■ 
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Ko.  71 

Location:  I'eaderville 


1 1..  .D^VILLl. 

■Jilliarii  -dlison  and  C-.  A,  Huinfreys  had  the  3utte 
hill,  richest  hill  on  earth,  entirely  to  themselves 
v;hen  they  located  their  first  quartz  claims  there  in 
1854. 

The;,'  discoveret  an  abandoned  prospect  hole  V7hich 
had  evidently  been  gu,3  by  un]:noi7n  idners  a  mi^iber 
of  years  before.    These  mysterious  prospectors  had 
used  elk  horn  tines  for  gads  and  brol:en  bits  of  these 
priraitive  tools  v'ere  found  around  the  shafts.  .llison 
and  Hur;ifre3'-s  died,  their  property-  passe  1  into  other 
hands  and  they  never  !aiew  that  they  were  the  poten- 
tial ouners  of  untold  wealth. 

lleaderville  vas  nar.ed  for  Charles  T.  Keader,  a  forty- 
niner  who  vent  to  California  via  Cape  ilorn  and  who 
carie  to  Butte  ixi  1S76, 
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IToi  72 

Location:    At  Fort  shaw 


FORT  S'Hs:.: 

Barriii£;  fur  trading  posts,  the  first  important  ?7hite 
settlements  in  Tontana  were  the  mining  carix^s  in  the 
western  mountains.    Zver3'thing  to  the  east  belonged 
to  the  plains  Indians  and  was  buffalo  country.  To 
protect  the  ni'iers  and  settlers  from  possible  in- 
cursions of  hostile  tribes  a  series  of  military  posts 
was  established  around  the  eastern  border  of  the 
mining  camps  and  settlements.     Fort  'ihan,  established 
in  1867,  was  one  of  these.     It  also  protected  the 
stage  and  freight  trail  from  Ft.  Benton,  head  of 
navigation  on  the  lissou.ri,  to  the  Last  Chance  Gulch 
placer  dig/rings  at  Helena.    Everything  north  of  the 
Sun  River  war-   'llackfeet  Indian  territor]'-  at  that 
time.    The  Fort  was    suilt  by  the  13th  U.  ;i.  Inf. 
under  I'ajor  .'n.  Clinton. 

Gen.  Gib'-on  led  his  troops  from  here  in  1B76  to  join 
Gen.  Terry  and  Gen.  Custer  on  the  Yellowstone  just 
prior  to  the  letter's  disastrous  fi^jht  with  the  Sioux 
and  Cheyenne  Tudians  at  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Ui^- 
Horn . 


No.  73 

Location:     Crow  Agency 


THL  cno ,  indiju;is 

"Crovr"  is  the  Tihite  man's  mistalien  interpretation  of 
the  Indian  name  Ab-sar-o-ka,  neaining  ''forked-tail 
bird.-'    This  bird  is  still  found  in  Mexico  and  Cen- 
tral /merica  and  the  narae  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
Cro¥/s  migrated  from  the  South  manj'  snows  a.^-o.  The 
nation  divided  into  two  tribes,  the  River  and  the 
Mountain  Grows.     In  frontier  days  they  warred  with 
the  oiouz  and  BlacLfeet  on  the  north  and  east  and 
were  usually  friendly  with  the  Hez  Perce  and  Flat- 
heads  from  the  ?;est.    They  were  accomplished  horse 
thieves  and  kept  themselves  well  provided  with 
ponies.    Horse  stealing  was  a  highly  honorable  and 
adventurous  practice  amongst  the  western  Indians. 

Never  bitterly  opposed  to  the  whites,  many  of  their 
warriors  served  as  scouts  for  the  U.  S.  Army  in  their 
campaigns  against  hostile  tribes. 

Their  ^reat  Chief   'Plenty  Coups"'  was  chosen  as  the 
representative  of  all  the  ..jnerican  Indians  to  jlace 
their  wreath  of  flowers  on  the  tomb  of  the  Unlmoivn 
Soldier  at  ^^rlington. 
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Ko .  74 

Location:    Opposite  mouth  of  Emigrant  Gulch 


E  JGRMT  GUlCn 

A  party  of  euigrants  v;ho  had  travelled  with  a  rraron 
train  across  the  plains  via  the  Bozeman  or  Bonanza 
Trail  arrived  in  this  culch  Aug.  23,  1864.    Two  days 
later  three  of  these  raen  explored  the  upper  anc  more 
inaccessible  portion  of  the  gulch  and  struck  j;oocI 
pay.    A  mining  boom  followed. 

7,'hen  cold  weather  froze  the  sluices  the  miners  moved 
dovm  to  the  valley,  built  cabins  and  Yellowstone 
City    begafi  its  brief  career.    Provisions  were  scarce 
that  winter.     Flour  sold  for  ''^28  -oer  96  lb.  sacl:, 
while  smoking  tobacco  was  literally  worth  its  v;ei,:;ht 
in  gold. 

The  strike  was  not  a  fabulo'is  one  but  snu'^;  sta!:es 
rewarded  many  of  the  pioneers  for  their  ener,';:-y  and 
hardships. 
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ITo,  75 

Location:    At  Tarjhee  '-ass 


T.iliGSIEju  Pa^o 

This  pass  across  the  Continental  Divide  talres  its 
name  from  an  earlj"-  day  Banna ck  Chief,     l^ee  tra^y^ers 
and  the  fur  brigades  of  the  Missouri  River  and  liocLy 
iiountr.in  iur  Compaines  '.vere  familiar  v;ith  the  sur- 
roundin:;  country  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century. 

Chief  Joseph  led  his  band  of  I'ez  ?erce  Indians  throuch 
this  pass  in  1877  while  making  his  fai.ious  2,000  riile 
march  fror.i  the  Couer  d'Alene  country  in  an  effort  to 
evade  "J.  S.  Troops  and  find  sanctuary  in  Canac.a.  Ee 
was  closely  follov/ed  through  the  pass  by  the  puj? suing 
forces  of  General  Howard.     Joseph  repulsed  or  out- 
distanced all  the  carav.ands  sent  against  hira  until  finally 
forced  to  surrender  to  Col.  Nelson  A.  Lliles  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Bear's  Paw  when  within,  a  coraparatively 
few  uiles  of  the  Canadian  line. 


I-o.  76 


Location:    Last  of  Lasin 


iilNE'G  COUI'THY 

Tliis  is  about  the  center  of  a  rich  mini-'';;  district 
extenfiinfj  froLi  Butte  to  Helena.  Tne  r-icuntains  are 
spurs  of  the  Continental  Divide. 

Ghost  and  active  mining  camps  are  to  be  found  in 
al]-iQst  ever:"-  gulch.     Tl.e  ores  yeild  ';old,  silver, 
cop'oer,  lead  and  zinc.     The  district  has  been  pro- 
diicing  since  quartz  minin':';  carne  into  favor  foll^-./in 
the  first  vvave  of  placer  minin,^-  in  the  '60s.  In 
those  da3'-s  placer  deposits  were  the  poor  iiain's  el- 
dorados.     TheY  needed  little  more  than  a  ';rub  sta'ce 
a  pick  and  a  shovel  to  '.vork  them.    C^artz  propertie 
seldojn  rich  at  the  surface,  reouired  i.iachinery  and 
capital,  transportation  and  sraeltinr-  facilities. 

Lefore  snelters  ?/ere  built  in  i  bntana  ore  from  sone 
of  the  richest  Liines  in  this  region  v:as  shi")ped  by 
freight  team,  boat  and  rail  to  .Swansea,    'ales  and 
Freiburg,  Germany  for  treatLient . 


No.  77 

Location:    Powder  River  Croasing  on  ;■.  12 


'Tien  &  top  rider  frora  this  part  of  the  countr:'^  in 
forkiii'i  the  hurricane  decl:  of  a  sun-fish ini',  fuzz- 
tail,  some  of  his  pals  are  prone  to  sit  on  the  top 
rail  of  the  corral,  ehiittinr;  advice  and  hollerin-;,' 
"Powder  River.'    Let  'er  buck:.'    by  vay  of  encourage- 
ment.   The  91st  Division  adopted  that  war  cry  duriuK 
the    orld   ,ar  and  spread  it  far  and  vade.  ell, 
this  is  the  famous  Po'=;der  River,  that  enthusirsts 
allege  is  ''a  mile  vfide,  an  inch  deep,  and  runs  u  Jiill.'' 

Tlie  entire  Pouder  River  country  nas  favorite  buffalo 
hunting  range  for  the  3iouj>:  and  Che  ye  ne  Indians  be- 
fore the  day  of  the  cattle  nen.    Lany  inter-tribal 
battles  were  foug;ht  in  this  region  as  well  as  frequent 
skirmishes  between  Indians  and  the  U.        Troo -s.  The 
country  is  rich  in  Indic.n  lore  and  tales  of  the  sub- 
sequent reign  of  the  cattle  kings. 
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No.  78 

Location:    Betweon  Divide  and  Telrose. 


TiiJ  .'la  BOIE  iimJR 

This  stream,  was  naiaed  the  "-isdon  River  b"  Captains 
Lewis  and  vOlark.    Tlieir  e:':pedition,  '.Testuard  bou:.i:  , 
passed  its   loiith  ^arj.  4,  1805.     •'Hole-  ""is  a  teira 
frequently  used  by  the  Pit  trappers  in  the  early  part 
of  the  last  centur3''  to  desir^nate  a  nountain  valley. 
An  extensive  valley  vest  of  here  drained  h-f  this 
river  becar:^e  loio-.-n  as    'Tne  Bv;  Hole"  and  the  m:'  .e 
of  the  river  ¥;as  chan^^ed  accordinyly. 

The  Battle  of  the  Bi-  Bole  r/as  fought  i--u_i.  C,  1G77 
in  the  valley  jiist  .;entioned.     Chief  Joseph's  brjid 
of  fUoitive  Bez  .'erce  Indians  repulsed  U ,  3.  Troops 
under  coitr-:and  of  General  Gibbon. 
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Location:    Between  Cl^'-de  Park  and  ilsall 


fHISLD  .  KlVWi  V..iLEY 

This  river  v;as  named  by  Capt .    fe.  Clar"   of  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  Expedition  in  honor  of  John  Shields,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  party.    Ga^t.  Clark  and  his  r.ien,  rmided 
by  oacajawea,   the  Shoshone  so^uav/,   camped  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  July  15,  1S06  while  e:q)lorinc,  the  Yellow- 
stone on  their  return  trip  from,  the  coast. 

Jim.  Drid3er,  famous  trapper,  trader  and  scout,  -^uided 
emigrant  ^TR'jon  trains  from  Fort  Larai;iie,       o.,  to 
Virginia  Cit";'',  Hontana  in  the  '60s,  crossin;;  hostile 
Indian  country  via  the  bonanza  Trail.    Drid:3er's  route 
cai-iie  up  this  valley  from  the  Yellowstone,  followed  up 
Brackett  Greek,   crossed  the  divide  west  of  here  to 
strike  .:rid3er  Creek  and  thence  dc.-n  the  latter  to  the 
Gallatin  Valley. 
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LTo.  80 

Location:     oouth  of  3\m  River  Crossin';,  north  of  .-u.'^usta 


3U1""  RIVJ;^ 

The  Gun  Pdver  was  called  the  Ifedicine  River  "by  the 
Indians  in  the  days  of  the  Lewis  and  Cl.arl:  ^^"pedition 
(1804-06).     The  Indian  name  was    robably  -iven  be- 
cau.se  of  an  unusual  mineral  deposit  possessin-  .  .sriced 
medicinal  properties  -flhich  e"ists  in  a  side  .^'Ulch  of 
the  oun  River  Canyon  west  of  here. 

This  couTitry  was  claimed  and  occupied  by  the  riach- 
feet  ration  in  the  frontier  days.    After  the  Indians 
were  confined  to  reservations  it  beca:-.e  cattle  ran:;e. 

In  1S07  the  U,  S.  Recle^;"Lation  oervice  built  a  stor-.',;e 
and  diversion  dam  near  the  mo^ith  of  the  canj^on  and 
the  "Water  is  used  for  irrigation  on  the  valle3'-s  and 
bench  lands  east  of  here. 


No.  81 

Location:    i  ear  Rub 


THJ  RUBY  Vii-LLEY 

The  Ruby  River  -.'as  called  the  Paeaiiiari  by  the  Indians 
and  becar.ie  laiovm  as  the  3tin':in^-   'ater  to  the  nhites 
in  the  pioneer  days.     It  joins  the  Beaverhead  to  form 
the  Jefferson  fork  of  the  Missouri. 

Fur  trairoers,  Indians,  prospectors  and  road  a  ents 
have  ridden  the  trails  throu^^h  here  in  days  :,one  hy , 

The  lar'-je  ;;ravel  piles  to  the  west  are  the  tc:ilin2;s 
resulting  froLi  (^;old  dred'iin^  operations  over  about  a 
tv/enty-year  period  berjinninp;  in  18S?.    Tlie  dred,::e3 
are  reported  to  have  recovered  betv.'een  eifjht  and  nine 
million  dollars  in  gold  froin  the  floor  of  the  valley 
and  the  lower  end  of  Alder  Gulch. 


iJo.  82 

Location:    .'-it  I'evade.  City 


iljVjiDa  city 

A  ghost  toTv'Ti.  now  but  once  one  of  the  hell  roarin' 
mining  camps  that  lined  AlderGulch  in  the  'bOs.  It 
uas  a  trading  point  v/here  gold  dust  and  nug:i:ets  "frere 
the  riedimn  of  e::change ;  where  r.^en  were  .  .en  and  T/omen 
were  scarce.    A  stack  of  whites  cost  twenty,  the  slc^r 
was  the  liiiiLt,  and  everyone  went  heeled. 

The  first  Vi3ilante  e::ecution  too]:  place  here  when 
George  Ives,  notorious  road  agent,  was  convicted  of 
murder  and  hanged. 

The  gulch  was  once  filled  with  romance,  glamour, 
nelodraiaa,  comedy  and  tragedy.     It's  plurab  peaceful 
now. 


IJo,  83 

Location:     oov.th  of  ^jlee 


til:  jocix)  vrlun: 

!Ta:;iecl  for  Jacco  (Jacques)  Raphael  j'inlay,  a  fur  trader 
anc"  traoper  in  the  Lootenai  anfi  jlatheaci  Indian  country, 
IP.Ou-O'j. 

By  treaty  of  iiu;;.  2  7,  1S72,  the  Llathead  Indians  "ere 
sup_)osed  to  have  relinquished  claim  to  their  hereditary 
lands  in  the  Bitter  Root  Valley,  acceptinc  the  present 
reservation  in  lieu  thereof.     Chariot,  head  chief  of 
the  51atheads,  alwa^rs  denied  si2;nin{j  the  treaty  although 
when  the  papers  y/ere  filed  in  "ashin'^jton  his  na^ie  ap- 
peared on  thei:, — possiblj?^  a  forc^ery. 

Arlee  (pronounced  ^h-lee  by  the  Indians)  v/as  a  rar 
chief  and  did  si[~,n  the  treatj^  so  the  Governraent  recor;- 
nized  him  thereafter  ar.  head  chief.    Chariot  never  spoke 
to  hiu  aftenijards. 


No.  84 

Location:    At  Cooke  City 


COJIE  CITY 

In  1870  a  party  of  prospectors  caue  into  this  country 
by  ■•ay  of  Z^oda  3utte  Creek.     They  fo^mc.  rich  float 
but  T:ere  set  afoot  by  Indians.     Cachin^j  their  surplus 
supplies  on  the  streaia  now  called  Cache  Cree.-,  thej' 
made  it  bad:  to  the  Yellov/stone  and  reported  their 
find.     In  the  ne:;t  few  years  riany  prospectors  conbed 
these  ".mountains.     The  first  real  development  beyan 
about  1G73. 

Ghief  Joseph's  band  of  fucitive  l:ez  Perce  Indians 
caiue  throusb  here  in  1877.     In  1083  there  neve  135 
Ion,  cabins  in  the  settlement,  two  general  stores  and 
thirteen  saloons . 

Cooke  Citj''  has  been  waiting  years  for  reasonable  trans- 
portation connections  to  the  ou.tside  world  so  that  her 
proi-iiisinf:  ore  deposits  niay  be  profitably  irdned.  She's 
no  blushing  naiden  but  this  hi'jh'jay  is  the  ansT.-er  to 
her  prayers. 


No.  85 

Location :    At  or  near  Virginia  City 


YIRGHTL?.  CITY 

All  of    on  tana  has  the  deepest  pride  and  affection  for 
Virginia  Gif.    i'o  more  colorful  pioneer  r.iinin-^  c-.'p 
ever  e;-:isterl,    Jraiiiatic  tales  of  the  early  days  in  this 
vicinity  are  le-'^ion. 

Rich  placer  dif=;  ;ings  v/ere  discovered  in  wilder  G-iilch  in 
the  spring  of  1863  and  the  staapede  of  gold  seekers  and 
their  parasites  was  on.    Sluices  soon  lined  the  [^ulch 
and  various  'cities''  blossomed  forth  as  trading  and 
amusement  centers  for  free-handed  miners.  Virginia 
City,  best  laiov.'n  of  these  and  the  sole  survivor,  be- 
came the  Capital  of  the  Territory.     Pioneers  who,  uith 
their  descendants,  \reve  to  mold  the  destinies  of  our 
state  vfere  amonr  its  first  citizens.     If  jon  like  true 
stories  •.lore  picturesque  than  fiction,  Virginia  City 
and  Alder  Gulch  can  furnish  them  in  countless  numbers. 


llo.  86 

Location:    Ilorth  of  Twin  Bridges 


The  Le',7is  and  Clarl:  Expedition,  v/estward  bound,  cai~e 
up  the  Jefferson  River  in  Aucust,  1805.     They  were 
hoping  to  find  the  Shoshone  Indians,  Sacajarrea  s 
tribe,  and  trade  for  horses  to  use  in  crossing  the 
mountains  west  of  here.    Just  south  of  here  the  river 
forl:s,  the  east  fork  beinf:;  the  Ruby  and  the  v/est  for!: 
the  Beaverhead.     Tliey  followed  the  latter  and  met  the 
ohoshones  near  Armstead. 

On  the  return  trip  from  the  coast  in  1805  Capt .  :Ei. 
Clark  retraced  their  former  route  down  this  vallej^  to 
Three  Forks,  and  then  crossed  to  the  Yellor/stone . 
Gapt.  Lewis  left  Clark  in  the  Bitter  lioot  Valley, 
crossed  the  Divide  via  the  Big  Blackfoot  River  and 
thence  to  Great  Falls.    They  met  near  the  Eiouth  of 
the  Yellowstone ,  arriving  within  nine  days  of  each 
other . 


i'O.  87 

l^ocation:    I'ear  Garc'-v/ell 


FATRIT!  DE  SIZ^ 

The  Leuis  and  Clar!:  Expedition  passed  here,  v/estv/ard 
bound,  AU  i.  2,  1!305.     Oent.  Lewis  naijscl  the  Moulder 
River  -Fields  Creek"  for  one  of  the  party. 

In  August,  1840,  Pierre  Jean  De  3met,     ,  J'.,  a  ■.;atho- 
lic  Llssionary  of  Belgian  birth,  car.iped  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Boulder  "Uver  trith  the  Jlcthead  Indians  end 
celebrated  the  holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Pass,    "ather  De 
Smet  left  the  Indians  soon  after  to  ~o  to  .-t.  Louis. 
Ee  returned  the  follorrin^  year  and  estaolished  the 
ori/j;innl  :jt.    ar3^''s  '  ission  in  the  Bitter  Root  Valle-y, 
hereditary  hoi.ie  of  the  Flatheads.    Fearless  and  zealous, 
his  riany  experiences  during  the  pioneer  da3's  have  been 
chronicled  and  for;.!  a  most  interestini;  chapter  in  the 
frontier  annals  of  Ilontana. 
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Location:    Just  south  of  Ravalli 


The  Indians  on  this  reservation  belon'?;  to  the  Hat- 
head,  i:alif3!)ell,  ;Jpol:ane,  Kootenai  and  Pend  d' Oreille 
tribes.    Leuis  and  Clark  iiBt  the  Flatheads  in  1305 
and  described  them  and  their  allies,  the  i-ea  T'erce, 
as  bein-;  friendly  and  exceptional  Indians.  They 
call  the;;S3lves  the   'Celish'  ,  I'lathead  'leirifi-  a  --ils- 
noiiier  ap  Aicd  by  the  v/hites. 

They  frem^.ently  crossed  the  raountains  to  the  --"lains 
to  hunt  buffalo  and  there  clashed  with  the  Llacl:- 
feet,  their  hereditary  enemies.    Many  of  the  V'rench 
and  scotch  na.jes  auoiiGst  th.eiii  csrne  from  marriace 
with  Hudson  Bay  Co.  trappers  and  traders  in  the 
early  fiU'  days. 


1^0.  89 

Location : 


It  or  r.ecr  I.'ali  spell 


Until  :-e^'  Year's  Da:'-,  l^'^rs,  v/hen  the  firsh  Great 
iTorthem  locc-iotive  -lulled  into    alispell,  this  vclle;: 
■;;ac  isolated.    Lured  '.y  the  richness  of  the  ■:ul -irrigated 
botton  land,   arxT  the  charm  of  the  ir.oimtainr,  forests^ 
strea,-s  and  la];es,  pioneers  had  settled  here  Ion.-  be- 
fore,    Ori-  iiially  it  ^.-as  the  stoiapiu'^  -Tound  of  the 
Kootenai,  I^ali spoil  and  ?end  d 'Oreille  lui'lanc. 

'The  riathead  River  enters  the  valle-  t'lroufji  l;ad  Hoc:-; 
Canvon.  lien  the  railroad  was  br.iidin^  throir  h  the 
can^ron  supplies  ijere  hauled  fro:.i  the  valle^^  to  con- 
struction ca^-ros  l)y  vra-on  frei^^i-ht.  one  bad  point  of 
roclc  7.'aff  crossed  157  the  trail.  To  ease  ons  dojn 
its  east  side  the  wheels  :?ere  rou-;h  locLed,  a  cable 
was  hoo:.eu  to  the  rear  a:cle,  dailies  tahen  arou^.d  a 
suujtj  Paid  a  r.ian  tailed  on  to  the  end  of  the  rope.  'JTiis 
rocL:  jave  the  canyon  its  nasie.  The  present  hi-.h-.'ay 
was  blrp+pd  out  alon-  the  river  at  the  base  o.  tViis 
cliff. 


No.  90 

Location:    BetiTeen  Tro^-  and  Libby 


ICooten'^d  is  an  Indian  vrord  neanin^  Deer  Kobes.  The 
Ivootenal  tribe  lived  and  hunted  in  this  part  of  'Mon- 
tana and  adjoining  territory  in  Idaho  and  Canada. 

They  were  friendly  with  nei/^hboring  "lountDin  tribes 
biit  suffered  frequently  fron  the  inc^irsions  of  their 
bitter  enemes,  the  Blackfeet,  who  came  across  the 
Continental  Divide  from  the  plains  on  horse  stealing 
and  scaln  raising  e;:peditions. 

First  v.hite  ;.en  in  here  were  trappers  and  traders 
for  British  fur  companies  as  early  as  IIOQ.  Placer 
discoveries  were  iiade  and  ralnin^g  operations  com:?eriCed 
about  sixty  years  later. 
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Location:     .outh  oi'   .liite  ->ulphur  ;jprin/',-s 


The  iiountc'ius  to  the  rest  are  the  3ir  3eltc,  c.nC  those 
to  the  Bf.Et  the  Castle    ountains.     Piie  {-,ulche:_;  clmiiiing 
the  uest  Elo-pe  of  the  Zi-    elts  viere  f^io^\;.;.  in  the  '603 
arici.^»703  for  their  -old  placer  dirj^inss.      o"  tana  .:.ar 
in  Confederate  C-ulch  r/as  called  -the  richefit  .r  ere  of 
ground  in  the  v.orld.-    The  Castle  f  ountain':!  :.re  also 
well  Loiown  for  their  cnartz  nines. 

Fort  Lor.an,  first  established  as  Cui.ip  Baker  in  o^'-., 
1869,  as  a  rilitcr-r  outpost  to  protect  the  i.dnin- 
ca;:nps  and  ranches  to  the  west  fro.    possible  zfc-zo'-:  hy 
Indians,  -jqb  located  tov;ards  the  north  end  of  the  val- 
lejr.    The    "hite    ul'ihur  ...prin-js,  t^^pical  of  the  :  any 
theri-'al  Bprinr;E  in  Ibntanc,  -vere  discovered  in  1  5o ' 
by  Jas.  .^cott  Brewer,    ^jial-'-sis  of  the  water  is  said 
to  be  alr.iost  identiocl  with  thct  at  the  fjrao  -s  oa, 
leaden  3ader. ,  Crer;  .lan:" 


No.  92 

Location:    Just  west  of  iIarlo\/ton. 


TM:  GILiZY  LiOUiiTAETa 

Tlie  Crazy  i..oimtains  v^hicli  j''ou  con  see  to  the  southv/est 
are  an  outlj-ing  range.    They  are  far  raore  rur;  .ed  and 
beautiful  than  they  appear  at  a  distance.    The  story 
.Q;oes  tliat  a  v/oman  travellin":  across  the  plains  v.'ith  a 
vfa.-;on  train  of  eni;;-rants  veat  insane.    She  escaoed 
from  the  -pavtY  and  -.fas  found  nenr  these  i^iountains. 
oo  the:^  -rere  called  the  Crazy  .Joran  jlopjitains,  which 
in  tij.ie  ^Tjas  shortened. 

This  district  was  ^reat  co\7  country  in  the  days  of  the 
open  ran^e  and  there  are  still  a  nui.iber  of  larc^e  cattle 
ranches  in  this  vicinity,  thousli  under  fence,  '.'the 
tovm  of  'Two  Dot  i^ets  its  name  from  an  early  da:.-  brond. 
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Location;     •lear  Jex/istown 


Ti-u.  JTZ)iZi  D.ijir,  C;01L:TRY 

The  first  'iiite  raan  to  explore  this  district  nas  -.Iu:;;h 
I'onroe,  called  ■■Rising  ./olf"  by  the  Blacl-feet  Indicuis. 
The  Juuith  Gasiu  nas  favorite  hunting  ground  for  this 
nation  and  "'or.roe,  as  an  adopted  memijer  of  the  ?ie':an 
Tribe,  often  case  here  Tvith  then  during  the  first  half 
of  the  last  centur:?,, 

Reed's  Fort,  a  typical  Indian  trading  post,  uas  lo- 
cated near  here.    Operated  by  ^  ajor  lieed  and  Jir^i  "Jovfle 
the  latter  a  friend  of  Jim  .'.)ridger,  the  post  iiar-  going 
strong  during  the  '70s. 

In  the  earlj'-  '80s  cattle  men  and  prospectors  noved  in. 
Rich  .-".ines  v/ere  opened  in  the  Judith  fountains  and 
range  stock  replaced  the  vanishing  buffalo.  'This 
country  is  rich  in  frontier  history  and  tales  of  the 
pioneers . 
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Location : 


Just  west  of  Roundup 


CO  C0U1:jTRY 

In  the  'GOs — days  of  the  open  range — many  a  roundup 
outfit  "7orl:ed  this  country.    The  s;orin~  roundup  gathered 
the  cattle  in  order  to  brand  tod  talli^  the  calf  crop. 
The  fall  roundup  sathored  beef  critters  for  shipping. 

^i.n  outfit  consisted  of  the  captain,  the  riders,  the 
"reps"  frop.  neighboring  ranges,  the  cawy  or  horse  herd 
in  charge  of  the  day  hereker  and  ni;2;ht  havifjr,  the  four 
horse  chuck  Harmon  piloted  by  the  coo::,  and  the  bed  "jagon 
driven  "oy  his  flunhey.    Camp  moved  each  day. 

The  cov/boys  rode  circle  in  the  nornin;;,  coinbin^^  the 
breaks  and  coulees  for  cattle  and  headi  ng  the':  toward 
the  centrr.l  point  to  forri  a  herd.     In  the  afternoons 
of  spring  roundu;-)  the  puards  kept  the  herd  together, 
the  cutters  split  out  the  co.73  with  calves,  the  ropers 
dabbed  their  loops  on  the  calves,  took  a  couple  of 
dally  v/elts  aror.nd  the  saddle  horn  and  drag- ed  'ein 
to  the  fire.    There  the  calf  wrestlers  flanked  and 
flop'ied  then  and  the  brander  decorated  thera  with  ear 
notches,  or  dew  laps,  and  a  hot  iron.     It  v;asn  ■  t  all 
snnBhir"=  p-r>c'  roses- 


No.  95 

Location:     Near  Lureka 


TOR.LCCO  PLuJNS 

During  the  fur  trapping  and  trading  days  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  centuxy  this  corner  of  the  Jtate  vas 
remote  and  inaccessible  from  the  custoirary  trapping 
grounds  and  operating  bases  of  the  iuraericans.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  British  and  Canadian  companies  came 
in  from  the  north  and  established  posts  along  the 
Kootenai  Jliver. 

The  Tobacco  plains  ^.ere  so  nai.ied  by  the  Indians  follow; 
ing  experiments  in  tobacco  raising-,  made  by  iiiission- 
ary  priests. 

In  prehistoric  times  the  valle3^  of  the  Iiootenai  xias 
filled  with  an  enormous  ice  sheet. 

Kootenai   is  an  Jjirli—n  v/ord  raeaning  Deer  Robes. 


No.  96 

Location:  iUiaGonda 


Selected  by  i_ircus  :-'aly  as  a  sriielter  site  in  1833  be- 
cause of  a:i  abundant  supi^ly  of  r/ood  \.'ater,  ijiaconda  is 
the  liorae  of  tlio  'aslioe  Siiielter  of  tlie  .jiacondc.  Copper 
lining  Co.  History  lias  been  roade  liere  in  the  science 
of  copper  sneltinf,  and  the  plant  is  faiaous  tlu-oughout 
the  mining  and  Detallurgic^.l  \:orld.. 

From  a  strag^.linr-;  tent  ■co:.n  .niacoi.da  lias  ;  ro  /n  to  be 
a  iiodern  city  but  retains  ^11  of  the  aggressive  spirit 
of  the  pioneer  days. 


